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| RAYN 8ForD PARK. 


a to quit my apartment, . I was 
: Informed a young woman deſired -to 
|. ſpeak with me: I ordered her to be ad- 
mitted, and, to my inexpreſlible j Joys ſa 
it was no other than the very Miſs Willis, . 
to whoſe humanity I was fo. much in- 
debted. I made an effort to riſe, but 
my ſtrength did not ſecond my wiſhes ; | 
I could only expreſs the ſatisfaction I felt 
by an exclamation, which inſtantly in- 
formed Lady Willoughby, who it was. 
The poor girl's emotions were of a very 
different kind; - conſcious of her own 
 fituation, and awed I believe by: the 
_ Jignity of. Lady Willoughby” s look and 
manner, ſhe ſtood at a. diſtance, pale, 
tembling, and her eyes fixed on the 
ground; nor could her Ladyſhip's en- 
treaties, added to mine, for ſome time 
- prevail on her to fit down. She at laſt 
placing herſelf by me, ſaid with a fault- 
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iT ever confider you as an unwel⸗ 
19 _ viſitor; I am overjoye that ö ä 

i r had the effect I wiſhed, and you 5 1 
1 dale that ay: pony is wachen „ 


065 oo} my benefackres mill; Jon e 
' ino ew 1-have-no. Se 
1 lunged,:by- che villainy of: 99 
1 vreteh of a eme character to him 
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7 "RAYNSFOR D PARK. 


to n after 1 had teafon "1 
change my opinion, I ſtill continued ta 
meet him, led on by a vain fooliſh hope, 
- that his attachment to me would at laſt 
bring him to the terms I wiſhed. To 
this, and to the concealing the affair 


© : from my aunt, has been owing all: the = 


ſhame, guilt, and miſery I have ſince - 
ſuffered. Vet though 1 indulged my 
own inclinations and his, by meeting 
kim at the houſe of my falſe friend, 1 
ſolemnly aver I never permitted him to 


- behave with the leaſt impropriety, 


5 Wearied at laſt by my perſeverance, and 


deſpairing of ſucceſs, whilſt I remained 


under my aunt's protection, he found 
means do decoy me to Mrs. Macaulay's, - 
| where, by the diabolical arts which are 
too frequently practiſed in-thoſe infamous | 
houſes, my ruin was completed; yet 
my Principles were {till uncorrupted, and 
after remaining there two days, I made 
. W the ſs ev Ong: and re 
turned 


tuned 80 my aunt” 55 but 1 ean never 
reflect without terror on the reception _ 
| ſhe: gave me; without. hearing what: * BY 
had to ſay in my own defence, the loaded 
me with the moſt opprobrious epithets; 
and bidding me return to the place from 
whence 1 came, turned me into S 
ſtreets at ten Oclock. The perſon where 
I uſed to meet Mr. Leeſon was out o 
5 town, and I had not an acquaintance , 
in London, but what was a friend of 
my aunt's, and of courſe prejudiced 
1 Fearful of being ſeized by 
the watch, as a common proſtitute, and 
drove to deſperation by my aunt's un- 
Ekindneſs, I returned to Charlotte ſtreets 
Mrs. Macaulay was overjoyed at eing 
me, and ſent, immediately for Mr. Lee- 
ſon; the tranſport he expreſſed, and the 


tenderneſs of his whole behaviour, con- 


 rraſted with the inſults 1 had lately 3 0 

erxpoſed to, made me forget my former _ | 

Wa and 1 conſented to remain 
B . 
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8 RAYNSFORD PARK. -— 
with him on his own terms; As Mr. 
Leeſon was of 'a- jealous diſpoſition, he 
did not approve of placing me in pri- 
vate lodgings, where, when he was ab- 
ſent, I muſt have been left to my own 
guidance, but rather choſe to pay the 
eerxtravagant price Mrs. Macaulay de- 
manded for my board, imagining by | 
that, and by Sensei making her va- 
175 , ee he might depend on her 
__ - fidelity. It is now a twelvemonth fince _ 
my connection with him began; 3 
though he has endeavoured to reconcile 
me'to it by unabated fondneſs and lis 
o 1 ean truly ſay, during that 
ume 1 have never known one happy 
moment. For ſome weeks I have de- 
dermined to quit a way of life ſo repug- 
nant to my feelings; and, as I ſaw no 
other method, was on wht 8 
ing protection at the Magdalen, when 
Pc letter, Miſs Evelyn, opened to me 
4 more pleaſing: om” 1 ſhould | 
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RAYNSFORD. PARK. 


gr aum; I know her very well, 1 
have empleyed her ſeveral years, and ſhe 
owes me ſome obligations, which will, I 
think, make her very unwilling to refuſe | 


any requeſt of mine. I am going to pay 
à morning viſit in St. James's-ſquare, 


and ſhall take that opportunity of calling 
on her: as 1 muſt. ſpend to- morrow at 
Richmond, I intend devoting this after- 
noon to Miſs Evelyn: when I return I. 
fatter myſelf -with bringing you agree: 
able intelligence; but at all events make 
8 eaſy; for ſhould your aunt be 
inflexible, the rational and laudable wiſn 


_ you have formed. ſhall- be fully anſwered. 
My kind benefactreſs ſoon after left us to 
execute her humane deſign. When I was 
alone with Miſs Willis, I aſked her whe- 


ther Mr. Evelyn or Mrs. Macaulay had 
diſcovered by what means I effected my 
eſcape. I believe, replied ſhe, as I be- 
fore told you, Mrs. Macaulay. was con- 


vinced of my. being: acceſſary to * but 
1120 BY. | "4 | <0 ſhe 


j 


LETTER XXXVIL.- 1 | 


| the 3 chis to herſelf; and from my ter 
maining in the parlour, and lleeping in 


ber apartment, no other perſon appeared 


to enfertain the. ſame idea: as to Betty, 
the girl who let you out, ſhe managed 
Voith ſuch dexterity, as entirely to avoid 
all ſuſpi picion: when you were gone, the 
- went. directly to the room where you 
llept, locked the door, and put the key 

in her pocket, firſt taking care to place 
A light i in the chimney ; ſhe then | rejolr 1ed 
her companions below, whom one of 
Mr. Evelyn's ſervants had fortunately | 
treated with liquor. | At two o'clock the 
family retired, all except myſelf, ele- 
voated, and moſt of them intoxicated by 
the manner in. which the evening. had 


: been. ſpent; but nothing could put Mr. 


3 Evelyn off his guard. 1 watched him 
from the upper ſtaircaſe, and faw him 
_ efore he went to his own room go to the. 
door of yours, though, I believe, vith - 
no other deſign than to be en that 
e e 
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13 RAYNSFORD' PARK. 


All was fafe: he ſoftly wed rhe lock; a 
then- looked through the-key-hole, and 
King the light, he thought! himſelf per- 


Betty again Role down ftairs, and going 
into a little dreſſing- room which joined 


your apartment, and looked into the 


ſtreet, ſhe firſt ſoftly lifted up the ſaſh, 
then tying two ſheets together, faſtened 
one of them to-a chair, and let the other 
down into the area, fo that when your 
fight was diſcovered it was ſuppoſed _ 
you had effected i it by getting out of the 
window. But it is in vain for me to at- 
tempt giving you an idea of Mr. Eve- | 
 In's rage, when firſt informed of your 
| eſcape ; it amounted to abſolute frenzy + 
he imprecared turſes on himſelf for not 
taking better uſe of his time, when ou 
were in his power, and vowed to take ſo 
ample a revenge on any one who had af- | 


Aided you, that we eee en- 
. „ : | | 8 tremely 5 


" . 


inſtead of a ſcheme which might. have 
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 provulltions; - I know Mr. Evdlyn's vin. — 
dictive diſpoſition, faid I, too well, not 
to tremble for the danger you were in; 
but tell me, my dear Miſs Willis, Why, ; 


ended fatally for us all, you did not take 
the more plain and obvious method of 
informing | my friends of my ſituation? _ 
That I certainly ſhould have done, lf:ee 
replied, had it been poſſible; but whilſt | +, 
700 remained at Mrs. Macaulay's, no 
one of the family was allowed to go out 
on any pretence whatever, except Miſs 5 5 
Bennet and Miſs Webb, who, I am 
ſorry to fay, were on too good terms 
with Mr. Evelyn for him to fear any 
thing from them; but. he had reaſon to 
believe my principles were not equally | 
vitiated; and, dreading left T of the fer- 
vañts ſhould be induced to affift you, he 
took care this regulation ſhould 141 
 rifily obſerved.” One of his. own. men 
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| | RAYNSFORD- PARK. 
went on every neceſſary meſſage and 9 55 


rand, and another was conſtantly placed 


as a centinel at the ſtreet door; and this 


fellow had not been off his poſt ten mi- 
nutes when you lef t the parlour. Had 


Mr. Leeſon been in town I ſhould not 


have been thus confined ; but in his ab- 
ſence I ſtood too much in awe of Mrs. 


1 Macaulay to refuſe a requeſt which the 


made in ſuch a way that it amounted to 
a command, particularly as from my ſel- - 


dom or ever going, out alone, my motive 


would have been ſuſpected. Miſs Willis 
then adviſed me not to venture abroad 


again for ſome time without the greateſt . 
G precaution, as ſhe was ſure Mr. Evelyn 


was ſtill in London 5 and, prompted by 
rage and revenge, would hazard every 
thing to get me in his power. Whilſt 
we were converſing on this ſubje&, Mrs. 


Elliſon, who had been engaged the — 
morning in buſineſs, entered the room. 
. ene her of T n that had * 
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er rer XXXVIL 5 
a; and, preſented Miſs Willis as my 
deliverer; ſhe received her with the 
warmeſt affection, and aſſured her, though 
Lady Willoughby 8 protection made that 
of every other perſon unneceſſary, the | 
might both now and in future command 15 
her ſervices to the utmoſt. When her 
Ladyſhip returned in the evening, the 
informed Miſs Willis her ſucceſs had an- 
. ſwered her moſt ſanguine expectations. 
Jour aunt, ſaid ſhe, pardons and pities, 
though ſhe does not at preſent wiſh, to 
ſee you; and, as it would be improper 
for you to remain in London, ſhe has 
engaged a perſon of the name of Smith, 0 ONS 
who keeps a milliner's ſhop at Notting- 4 
ham, and of whom ſhe. ſpeaks very 
highly, to receive you, as an aſſiſtant. 
Wo When Mrs. Barker mentioned this 
| Plan, and told me the perſon was then 
in town, and lodged in the next ſtreet, 
I begged ſhe might be ſent for; this 
was e and in my preſence they 
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have o 
9 55 vil call upon you- here; and de 

with her to the inn from hence the Not- 
am ſtage ſets out. It was with dif- 


- _ ficulty Mis Willis reſtrained her emotions | 


. ture, who had no claim atone ln I 2 
iy of any of the virtuous of her own ſex, 
much leſs for that of a lady equally dif. 
 Gnguiſhed! 7 or mie y ex- 
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in her favor, Miſs Willis fai er 


| had * been | 20 8 18, added ſhe, an . 
: | humiliation I more than deſerve for- 1 
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al iy a "RO . $4 She would 
then again have expreſſed her: gratitude 


on 
\ 
* * 


to Lady Willoughby, Mrs. Elliſon, and 
myſelf, but my good friend, fearing 1 
might be fatigued wirh ſo long a con- 
verſation, begged ſhe would accompany 
her down ſtairs. + Lady Willoughby re- 
mained with me, and ſending for Mifs - 
Willis before ſhe went away, repreſented | bi 
to her the happineſs ſhe would experience 
© from perſiſting in a life of virtue, and 
the accumulated miſery that muſt be her 
lot if ſhe ever again liſtened to the al- 
| Jurements of vice, with ſuch united force 
of reaſoning, and captivating ſweetneſs - 
of manner, that the poor penitent girl 
affected, but not wounded by her admo- 
nitions, ſtood looking up to her as to a 
guardian Angel, the livelieſt admirattn 
and gratitude pictured in her countenance; 
and as ſoon as ſhe ceaſed ſpeaking, aſ- + 
ſured her that by the aſſiſtance of Heaven, 
the advice Be had condelcended, to give, 
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Mrs. Gren Gould ce meet with ' 
1 unforeſeen difficulties. in her new |} 
| fituation, left the room without waiting 

to receive her thanks. Letitia was indeed 


ſo overcome by this new inſtance of kind- A 
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Lady Harrington left town this morn» - 
ing, with an intention of ſpending the 
2 winter in the country; ſhe took an af- 


ſectionate leave of me, and lamented that 55 


this cireumſtance, and our going abroad 


in February, would delay the intimacy 


which yet ſhe hoped would ſubſiſt between 


Lady Willoughby's family and her's. Z 
I-forgor. to tell you Annette viſited me 


frequently during my illneſs, and ſat up 


with me twice; notwithſtanding their at- 


ttentions, and the more important ſervice 


ſhe had before rendered me, it was with 


; the [utmoſt difficulty I'conld prev 00 5 


her to accept- a flight acknowledgment ; 


but finding her refuſal made me uneaſy; 


me was at. laſt prevailed on to receive a 
beautiful piece of callico 1 procured for 


that purpoſe, to which Mrs, Elliſon in- 


wat on Ain a ſuit of fine Ss 
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; to-morrow, and I ſhall leave Mrs. Ellifoa n 5255 
the next morning. Her ladyſnip beg i 
you and Sir William will ſpend the day 219 
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of your arrival in Portland Place, as ſhe ' _ of 
wiſhes to'be introduced to you as ſoon as Dies, * 
poſſible; and on this condition promiſes = 
I ſhall be your gueſt whilſt you remain in 
town. Much as I wiſh to embrace you, 
I almoſt dread ſeeing your father ; 1 „ 
| you have repreſented me to him in for £0 


$00 derer a light, and that, diſap- 1 Re 
tations, he will diſ- 
cover a eee imperfections, though | : 
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x: "hl welfare of my friend, and the b 
ſo, as 1 know. it is perfectly diſintereſted. 
15 Colonel Douglas reigns too unrivalled 
in your boſom, for any other of his ſex 
3 0 hope any thing from you but eſteem, 4 
n ſenſible as I am of your attractions, but 
* "for this, and one other motive, I ſhould 
long ſince have laid my heart at your 
feet; yet it bas received ſuch a deep and 
hopeleſs wound from a pair of blue eyes, 
VPhich, like your own, beam with the 
15 intelli igence they derive from one of the 
nuobleſt and pureſt of female minds, that 
it would not be worth your acceptance. 
I propoſe leaving the Abbey to-morrow, 
and ſhall embark as ſoon as poſſible for 
"Rep | Leghorn. To give you my route in . 
few. words, I intend ſpending my winter 
gat Rome, che ſpring, and ſummer in 
erxkurſions to different parts of Italy, 
3 re· viſiting Florence in the autumn. 
. I ſhall then determine whtther it wil! 
. heb beſt to return to W iv: country, 
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again to return; and 1 flatter myſelt : 
change of. climate will entirely reſtore 
her health. As to Lady Willoughby; 

" highly as my imagination was raiſed, 

both by Eady Anne Lloyd: and Hatrietz, | 
ſhe far exceeds every idea I had formed; 

her underſtanding is of the moſt-exalted 
kind, and has. been improved both by 
reading and obſervation; yet her con- 
deſcenſion is ſuch, that though capable 
by quickneſs of perception, and elegance 
of expreſſion, to explain and throw light 

on the ſublimeſt ſubjects, ſhe neyer op- 
preſſes the weakeſt capacity by her ſu- 
periority, but, accommodating. bertel 
vithout effort to their level, will con- 

verſe with caſe and fluency on the moſt 
trifling. Her penetration, judgment 
and refinement are univerſally acknow- 
ledged, and have made her the arbitreſs - 
of taſte in \ every polite circle; yet thoſe © 
brilliant qualities, which, if unaccom- 
8 * tt more.  eſtimiable ones, 
9 Ss os WO would 
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„ Who, to borrow. a 
' few words from the. enchanting authoreſs. 


« Are the enemies of envy, 


not of. reſentment ; enemies raiſed by. 
| ſuperior merit, not excited by injury or- 
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. . "9 me the Hoey, 1 8 meet t with | 
in London, would baniſh you from my 

| remembrance, but I am ſure, your own. 
mind is too liberal to imagine ſuch * | 


} change poſſible i in mine. Gay as, 
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1 Friendſhip, like love, is-but a name, | he 
| 55 95 mne, „ 


. But 1 kno from experience, there is no 
5 truth in this maxim. I have long love 
Jou and Harriet with the trueſt affection. 
and I am certain the lively regard ! 
already feel for Lady Willoughby , will 
-- -, contradict another generally received opi- ' 
nion, that ſudden attachments are never 
| laſting. 1 am, however, willing to al- 1 
low that friendſhip ought to be founded 
on gratitude, long acquaintance, or on 
dome uncommonly eſtimable qualities * 
the heart or underſtanding, the reali ity of - 
Wbich, inſtead of depending on fancy,” 
muſt be confirmed by judgment, on he 
 eridence of erer facts; ; 40d, . 75 
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excited by ſuch- motives, I will ven = 3 
to affirm, that whether lowly or ſud. 


denly formed, i it will ſtand the teſt of 
time, diſtance, or any alteration of, cir- 


cumſtances. As to thoſe light ee 7 
who, neglecting their old connections, are 
continually in purſuit of new ones, . | 


who, impelled by vanity, caprice, or 

dazzled by mere external advantages, 
call every agreeable. acquaintance. by the 
reſpectable name of friend, it.is as unfair 
to draw any concluſion from their. con- 


duct, as it would be to affrm there is 

no ſuch thing as love, becauſe. * thou- 5 
ſand male and female coquettes can a. | 
appearance, without feeling. 


| fume the. 


og the reality of that paſſion; or, if I may 

be allowed a more ſerious CC. - 

to ſay that religion has no real exiſtence, 
becauſe its ſacred laws are profaned by 
| 1 hypocriſy, or unintentionally injured = 
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| Herbert, can we place on any pleaſure in- 
this tranſitory. world; yet, though the 
vain and preſumptuous may from this 
 Inpiouſly arraign the diſpenſations of - 
that Power, of: whoſe ways they are to- 55 
_ rally: ignorant, Lam convinced this 
like every other, is graciouſly de 

Supreme Being for the ultimate | 
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Want of blefliogs, 
- neſs, by which we are wing to view 1 

world in a- proper light; and, 1 believe, 

tere are few who would wiſh to en 
change it for a better, were t 
mitted to · return to ſome favourite perioc 
of their lives, and- certain: of retaini 
for ever the felicity they then poſſeſſed. 
Fhe refined tranſports the moſt unſor- 


tunate at ſome times experience, from 9 


the exertions of benevolence, the emo- 
tions of: RO ona or natural 


even 15550 the geg of ſound and har-/ 
5 mony, may convince them the ſoul is 
capable of exalted happineſs, and teach 
them to look forward to that ſtate, where 
this happineſs will not only be more ex- 
_ quiſite and- enlarged than they can form - 
any idea of, but permanent and un- 
ehangeable. Theſe reflections will en- 
able the moſt un not to fink under 
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5 4 * | RAYNSFORD' PARK, 
Fo | fernnels of manner which el 91 bb 
rencered him more the object of fear 
than of love to his beſt friends: all that 
remained of his former character was the 
aſperity with which in general ſatire he 
often laſhed the vices and follies of man- 4 
kind. The contraſt between him and 
Lord: Willoughby was a perpetual ſource- 


of amuſement to us all: his Lordſhip is 
one of the moſt benevolent 'of beings, 


| His exceſſive fondneſs for ſtudy has not 
ſoured his diſpoſition, nor rendered him 
in the leaſt degree abſent or abſtractedʒ 4 
he has an univerſal knowledge of men 2 | 
and manners, as well as of books, but 


the innate benignity of his diſpoſition | 


inclines him to look on every event 
ard action in the moſt favourable pot: 
of view. This was by no means the 
caſe with Sir William, and, of courſe,, 
„ they often diſſented; but their arguments 
were always carried on with the utmoſt 
| 12 1 e ſometimes with: great fore 
„ of 


A * * 
4 — 


— 


<> 


fort” of -pleaſantry: -+ 
: wit is of the brilliant, Sir 
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Filliam' 8 was 


more of the cauſtie kind but they never 
faid any thing on eicher ſide to give a. 


| flighteſt offence, or alarm us with an ap- 


prehenſion of their 


really diſagreeing: 


never, 1 believe; were two fami lies more 


happy in the ſociety of each 
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. theſe- pleaſant domeſtic parties, viſiting . 


a variety of agreeable people, and ſeeing 


every thing worthy of obſervation in and 
round L ndon, two months paſt with - 
ut any af us er ſenſible half that 


ed her mourning, 4 
ve intended, as 
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nurſes, as from his 
_ thands being very, much ſwelle 
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5 - RAYNS FORD PARK. 
YL . 5 rity, four to the Magdalen and Found- 
Bt 13 ling Hoſpitals, and the intereſt of the 
+ - bother ſix, to people who; after living in 
Aecent circummſtances, had been reduced 
buy unavoidable misfortunes, he be- 
1 queathed the whole remainder of his for- 
5 5 : tune, both real and perſonal, - to Miſs 
: | Raynsford, the latter without any reſtric- 
5 Tions, but the former is to go to thẽ heir 
= - e at law, ſhould ſhe die unmarried. He 
— 3 appointed Mr. Ardley and Mr. Ver- ; 
. _.non his executors, and her guardians, . 


3 - 


but with a requeſt, that if they are called 9 
1 5 000 this laſt- mentioned office before ſhe is 
5 of age, they avould ſuffer her to be in 
8 ” every, reſpect her own miſtreſs... The 
| 2 of Julia has been conſiderably aug- 
5 mented by this uncommon proof of her 
* 3 | father's confidence, nor does ſhe appear g 
d. receive the leaſt conſolation from: the 
ee large fortune of which his affection 
Has put in her poſſeſſion. Mr. Vernon aſ- 
_ <ured Lord Mallaughby, that after my 


dance, nor do 1 
will make a better 
„I might ſay a magnifi-. 
cent ſpirit; and a heart feelingly alive to. 
the diſtreſſes of her fellow · creatures . 
ber deſigns in my favqur, which I diſeo- 
vered by accident, are far more 
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han I will ever conſent to; f . have, 1 
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| however, promiſed that 1 will one day | 
accept from her an ind wh 
5 ever ſcanty it may appear in 
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. my friendſhip, the could not refuſe: i its | 
yet though the acknowledged this right, 
ſhe was certain no one could love me 
with greater tenderneſs, or be more ſen- 
ſible of my merit than herſelf. This beſt 
and moſt amiable of women has offered 
to poſtpone her Journey to the 1 
nent, till my friend's mind i is in a more 
compoſed ſtate; but Julia declined =. 
from a conviction. that as every thing 
was arranged, a. delay now would. be in- 
convenjent :both to her and Lord Wil- 
loughby; and, as we do not ſet out till 
the ſeventh, I flatter myſelf ſhe may be- 
* that time regain ſome degree of 
tranquillity. If we ſtay abroad longer 
ny a twelvemonth, ſhe has promiſed to 
join our party, and this is a proof not- 


can look forward: with hope and comfort. 
Her preſent defign is to ſpend the inter- 
mediate time between Bath and Rayns- 

ford Park; to the former of theſe ſhe 


- withſtanding her preſent dejection, the * 
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ns Sh ns n as the quits 
by the advice of Dr. „ and as her 
aunt, who is, I am told, a very amiable my 
"woman, will be her conſtant: companion, 5 
I think I ought not to make myſelf un- 
| _ ealy at the thoughts of leaving her. 
Will you; my dear Sophia, give the en- 
Cloſed to Mrs. Evelyn, and from time to 
| time continue your intelligence relative 
to her unworthy huſband. Farewel, 
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2 H ow different, r ar - Chua . 
the painful emotions I now feel, from 
thoſe lively ideas which engaged my 
mind when I wrote laſt; but this and 
other melancholy retroſpection 
; ſc to be avoided, ſince they only 
ſerve to keep alive that exceſſive grief 
I am determined, if poſſible, to over- 
rome; reſignation to the will of Provi- 
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and 1 have 


who 10 kindly intereſt 
welfare, conſpire to 
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rede by the re n. 
chat my dear father was taken from the 
world juſt as he began to be ſenſible 
its Lleſſings; 
and almoſt an im 


but his behaviour to me 
| for many, months and the kind at- 
_ tention. with. he ſoothed my. wind, 
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Is | RAYNSFORD PARK: 


of pity in moſt parents, rendered 10 
equally the object of affection and of 


duty; nor do I think I ſuffered more 


when ſeparated from the beſt of mothers; 
but though my affliction is as ſincere, 
and has been as poignant, I hope my con- 


duct will be very different; then thought 


it right to indulge emotions, which 
I now conſider it as my duty to ſubdue, 
and by giving way to all the luxury of 
grief, and recalling every idea that 
could encrraſe it, I weakened my ſpirits | 


and impaired my conſtitution. My ſor- 


ro was the more laſting for being con. 
_ fined to my own - - boſom, for though my 


thoughts dwelt perpetually on the mother 
I had loſt, I could not ſpeak of her nor 


hear her mentioned without the moſt 


violent emotions. Miſs Evelyn was tlie 
firſt who pointed out to me the error 1 


was guilty of, and to her example ant 
gentle. admonitions, J am indebted, not 
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wo 
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only 
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ſent to the future; nor will I be un. 


grateful for theſe kind attentions z- my 
heart muſt long retain the ſadneſs and 
N regret which now fills it; but Iwill uſe 
every exertion to prevent it from ſink- N 
ing into the fullen dejection, or giving 
way to the exceſſive tranſports of grief. 
There is one pleaſure which my dear 


father has amply put it into my power 


to indulge, that of relieving the diſtreſſes 


of my fellow creatures, and I hope. 1 


5 mall not miſapply the ſacred truſt he 
. in me. A few minutes before | 
LE 4: e 
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2 only for the ſtrength of mind I nel . 
at that time, but for being enabled to 
bear with ſome degree of fortitude, te 

evils I have ſince experienced. Om 'the __ 

laſt trying occaſion. both Lady Wik _ 
| loughby and Harriet have-endeavoured te 

_ alleviate my diſtreſs by the tendereſt ſym- 0 

| pathy of friendſhip, and by impercepti- 92 
. bly leading my thoughts from the pre» 
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no mention made of Hamilton. Vet, 


added he, except yourſelf, there is no 
human being I equally love and eſteem. 
For many years I fondly indulged the 
idea of one day ſeeing you united to 


each other, nor; extraordinary as ſome 


parts of his behaviour appeared to me, : 

did 1 give up that hope, till informed he 
Vas actually martied. At that moment 
rage and diſappointment got the better 
of all my former regard, and I folemaly 5 


ſwore, not only to deſtroy the will in 
which I had left him a conſiderable le- 
gacy, but neyer to mention him in 
another. The vow had ſcarcely paſt 
my lips before I repented the raſhneſs 
and eee with which I had made 


bi it, but but it could not be recalled; bis 


letter, which I received a few days after- 
mw convinced me I had unjuſtly ac- 
Fe” "Hh culed | 
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n dentkr he welch me 1 Guld 10 ths C 
eee or! the will, to find 


lot manyreaſons, wiſh: deere 5 1 By a 


as you are of age 


en in 
bo fl. OW earneſtly, my: 
- the arrival oy 77 
Which will py t it in my poner te N 


thinecn, months, were I not fearful rang 


— 


, 


"og RAYNSFORD PARK. 


tain, I have rad my aunt; . 
has been in London ſome days, of the- 
whole affair, and exacted from her a. 
promiſe that if 1 die before I am of age,. 
as my whole perſonal fortune muſt cen- 
ter in her, ſhe will. obey my father's. 
commands in this particular. From 
what I have ſeen, and every thing 
have heard of this excellent woman, - 
have no doubt of her integrity; ſhe has. 
been for many years tutored in the beſt 
of ſchools, and has well improved from 
the lefſons ſhe learnt in it. Lord and 
Lady Willoughby have kindly. offered: | 
to put off their journey for a month or 
fix weeks, but I would not conſent to 
this flattering mark of attention, and 
they are therefore reſolved to ſet out for 
Dover the ſeventh of February ; on the 
ſame day I propoſe returning to Rayns- 
| ford: Park, accompanied by my aunt;' 
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us 595 0 to live wah me en⸗ | 
_ tirely.. I ſhall: remain only a- ſew days ; 
in Devonſhire, as I wiſh to try the ef 
fects of the Bath waters, which - have: 1 
been preſcribed to me by Dr. L. The: 
ſorrow I feel at the idea of leaving my 
beloved friends here, would be leſſened i 
were you at Vernon Place; but indeed, "hy 
my dear, your couſin's illneſs, ; as well as 
marriage, has been a ſource of real re- 
gret to me. Had you accompanied me 
to town, the fatal event, which I muſt 
ever lament, might not have happened. 5 
You had in ſome points an un common 
degree of influence over my father, and 
might have prevailed on him to uſe thoſe: _ 
precautions, to the neglect of which his 
death was. certainly owing. But theſe 
reflections are weak and unavailing ; do . 
not tell Mrs. Trevillian what I. have i 
0 me does not know me, and 11! 
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SNATCH a moment, whilſt the 


* W 7 * - 


. 


ſafely landed at but from the 
pain we felt at parting wth you, 
our journey and voyage would 
been as pl aſant as they were ſafe. 

will write to you again the inſtant 


we arrive at 
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are getting ready, to inform - 
my dear Julia, that her friends are . 
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Willoughby join in every affection- 
ate remembrance, with your ever faith- 
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regret th: 
to accompany thoſe 
have conſidered your ſociety as an ad- 
dition to every pleaſure this excurſion: 

may be productive of. 
change of ſcene, by amuſing your mind, 
_ muſt have reſtored your CM and 
Per can: anſwer, that both. 
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| Wish and myſelf, would have omitted 
no attention that could have flattered 
us with the hope of aecelerating ſo de- 
firable an event; Jet the reaſons you 
gave for remaining in England were 
ſuch, that I cannot condemn, though 
1 lament a determination which has 
again ſeparated us for twelve tedious 
months. At the end of that time, ic 

we do not return to England, we de- 
150 pend upon your promiſe. of 3 joining our 
party. Lord Willoughby intends ſtay- 
ing at Paris only a month; Wwe. are then 
to: ſer” out for Florence, where ne mall 
probably re remain till the end of autumn; 
whether we ſhall then re-viſit this place, 
or ſpend the winter in Naples, . is yet 
. . undetermined ; but Lady Willougbbx 
TE 18 f ſo fond of her mother, oe 3 do not 
„ think ſhe will bear to be abſent-from her 
more than a year. I may, e iy; ulis, 
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little right to; the title, and muſt not, 


e, attempt to aſſume the diſtine=. 


tion it gives; and after all; I fear „ 


I nor find my letters muck improved. 
been for ſome years fo much te 
T Mars) from: Bing and 51 
Italy, that nothing new can be ſaid upon N 
wle ſubject, I mean as to the manners 
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amiable female writer, give you a par- 1 
_ ticular. account. of their palaces, -pic- {1 2,0 6k 0 
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5 0 85 RAYNSFORD: PARK: | 
oF do not mean to chrow an iliberal res- 
} | feftion on this Lady; her only foible was 
0 overbalanced. by a thouſand virtues; . 
that am almoſt angry with myſelf for 
this. implied farcaſm. From the little I. 
have yet ſeen of Paris, I am exceſſively 
_ pleaſed with it; but. Lord Willoughby's 3 
8 deſeription of Italy makes me impatient 
to begin our journey to a country, where 
my fondneſs for muſie and painting will 
be gratified in the higheſt degree. IL. 
| ſhall ĩmpatiently expect. a letter from you, 
and hope it will contain an account of 
your amended health and ſpirits; till 1 
receive this: intelligence, J cannpt partake” 
with real ſatisfaction of any amofement or 


7 


pleaſure: but you will, you muſt be well z 


and, convinced, as you are, of the conſe- 


5 . quence your- welfare is to thoſe friends 


. whom I am ſure you love and eſteem; 
2 he make uſe of every means to re- 
| cover. your cheerlulneſs. I hal direct 


this,, 
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FA to | Raynaford Park, from wail. ”; 
may be forwarded to Bath. I flatter my= 
fel Miſs. Vernon will ſoon have it in her. 
power to attend you there; this and the 
certainty of your aunt's paying you every 
attention, leſſens that uneaſineſs which 

yet at times I cannot help feeling on your 

account. My mind continually adverts 
to you, and I almoſt reproach myſelf 
for leaving you at ſuch a time; yet wich- 
out ingratitude to Lady Willoughby, I 
could not act otherwiſe, You' I know. 
Will not condemn me, nor imagine my 
attachment to her, warm and lively as it 
is, can leſſen che affection vith yd *. 
an ever your * T 
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Calais, as well as your letter from 
gave my heart a ſenſation of pleaſure it 
"BE not. before exprienced fince our 
yet, believe me, my dear Harriet, 
oF every day make ſome pro 
duous taſk of ſabduing r h 
vou have convinced me, on this and on 


mer occaſions, I ought not to indul 
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Had Miſs. | 
ſhould: pre ably have remained 
ſome time longer; but though my aunt 
Fa truly good able woman, her 
"ſpirits have been 10 weaken that 


rorſt of all c; unities, a worthleſs and 
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| uſband, for "whoſe fake 
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her family, that her converſa ation is not 
calculated to raiſe mine. 'You will 

convinced of this when 1 tell you, chat 
much as 1 dread 
emotions were 
hers. During 
our Journey, 1 


11 1 


returning home, m my 


0 n en able to n 
nr. ſhe ufſt into a violent agony's 
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exclaimed, oh, Julia, 1 ought: not to add 
to the diſtreſs which is viſible in your 
- countenance, but believe me, the ſorrow 
you feel, unimbittered as it is by remorſe 
and ſelf reproach, is happineſs to what I 
experience at this moment. At the age 
of ſixteen, attending only to the violence 
of paſſion, 15 clandeſtinely eloped from 
that ſpot, quitted the moſt indulgent of 
parents and the indeſt of brothers, Who 
from the difference of our age, I was 


6 1 to conſider as a ſecond father, to 


throw myſelf into the arms of a man whom | 
1 ſcarcely knew any thing of, but that he 
had a fine perſon and engaging manner, | 
and who, I was ſoon convinced, ſaw no at- 
tractions i in me, but what aroſe from the 

a of my one day bringing him an am- 
ple fortune. Labouring under the / ĩdea 
that my mother s death was haſtened by 
this act of diſobedience, the continual 


diſpleaſure of my father and brother, and 
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ithe- wkiahich 5 a | diana. who; if 33 
appointed in the .ſcheme he had for ned 
of aggrandizing himſelf by an alliance 

with my. family, frequently vpbraided me 5 
with the very fault to which he had: ſe- 
_ me, I dragged for Almoſt. Ming Fel 


i Whilſt Me. DD lived, my. miſery . 
was aggravated by the affection, hich 
neither his cruelty nor profligacy could en- 
tirely eradicate from my boſom. Yet, not- 

| withſtanding | this ill. returned tenderneſs, 
his death would have been a. relief to me, 
particularly as it was productive of m _ 

brother s. forgiveneſs, had not the ac! 

ing and ſudden manner in which he was 

called from the world, with all his ſins 
upon his head, leſt a terror upon my 
mind, which, together with my own re- 
morſe, will make me a very unfit. com- 
panionꝰ for you. Could the thoughtleſs 5 
and 8 but have witneſſed che 
8 |  thouſandih RL 
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 -*._- thouſandth part of the evils 1 TOY we. = 
5 1 from one act of diſobedience, how 

_- cautiouſly, unleſs totally loſt” to reflec- 
EY 5 tion, would they avoid forming aby con- 
„ ee inconſiſtent with their duty; how 


* 4 - 
” 


: 


| . ciple and virtue. 10 


There was in my 
ỹ aanrs.; lock and manner as ſhe- Pro- 
|. — nounced theſe words, ſo ſtriking a re- 


| ſemblance of m father, that 1 could 
not help being inexpreſibly / af 
but concealing my own grief, leſt it 

| Hoya encreaſe her 8, 1 endeavoured by 
>flible 6. - ſoothe. of 


- diſturbed mind 3 her regard for me made 

ber aſſume an appearance of tranquillity, 
and our mutual fear of giving pain, 
make us act under a kind of friendly diſ- 

Fi _ guiſe; bur: 1 ſoon found the olitude 
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catch at every e ee that: may ve 2 
to diſſipate ! mind. © ad 
received viſits from many families of my. 1 
aequaintance Who, fortunately for me, 


to give this into 
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induced me to call on you at this un- 
. uſual hour ? No, replied I, unleſs, as I 

| flatter myſelf, it was the wiſh. of ſeeing 
me. That, anſwered ſhe, I always feel, |. 
but I confeſs it was not my ſole motive; L 
9 not be eaſy till I had told you, I 
| had laſt night. the happineſs of being in 
company with a man, who, taking him 
ce for all in all, I ſhall not look upon his 
« like again; nor will you diſbelieve 
me, when 1 tell you, it was the 
Mr. Hamilton of whom 1 heard. ſo 
much when I. was laſt autumn at Mr. 
Ardley 3. . Fortunately, for me, Caro- 
line's eyes were employed in adjuſting 
ſome part of her dreſs, or the too viſible 
alteration in my countenance could not 
have eſcaped her obſervation; but availing 
1 of this circumſtance, I ned 
an appearance of eaſe, and . aſked, 
though not I fear without heſitation, if 
5 e Was vith n and whe- 


was engaged to at 
7 Saville s. I endeavoured to mo 
to EXC ſe me, as 1 hat 
Lee oh ee in views ; bor 


= e the evening was 
half over, 
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4ſt n and firſt diſtinctions of . 
bie. I was ſo charmed with the: warmth 
of his manner, and the elegance of his 
language, that I could: have- liſtened to 
him a whole day. without interruption ; 
and, when he had done ſpeaking, I told 
him I was rejoiced I had been the acci- 
dental means of informing him you were 
at Rath, as 3 doubted not but he would 
take an early opportunity of waiting on 
you in the Circus; where, from my 
knowledge of the ſincere regard you felt 
ſor all your friends, and the particular 
attention you paid thoſe who. were fa- 


porites of your father, 1 was ſure he 


would be a welcome viſitor. At theſe 
words his countenance underwent. an- 
- other alteration, and, after pauſing a few. 


minutes; replied, he ſeared it would not 


de in bis power to avail himſelf of my 
inte lligence. | I have, continued he, 
| to ſpend. ee with 2 
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am obliged to go to Briſtol on bullies Ly T2 
'of the vtmoſt conſequence, from whence- 8 0 
1 ſhall not return till late, and the fol. 


= lowing morning we ſet out on our return - 1 
to Wales. To confeſs the truth, I dare 
not ſee Miſs Raynsford at preſent,” 1. 
am fearful the fight of meß by recalling 7 = 
| "the idea of her father, ; might occaſion „ | 
= - emoti ons injurious to her health; and 1 | 1 WE 
am not ſelfiſn enqugh to indulge i; f. 


| own inclination at the expence of Siving 
der a moment's: pain. Between our- 
ſelves, Julia, 1 thought this :an o,, 
ſtrained piece of delicacy ; but! it it Was 1 
not my place to tell: him ſo, or that! 
| had been informed too great refinement. 
| was the ody ſhade in his characten, 
We converſed fot almoſt an hour. longes. 
on you and: your family 7 and though a 
fometimes es e byzeng 
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8 to it with. 9 
To my great regret he left us e che 


Party broke Up: 1 then $ 
it was fortunate. for me þ | 
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married man, as 1 mould cert 


elfe To every. 
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Wo 
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tage except fortune, and, to my own 
knowledge, bas. had ſeveral opportunities 
of raiſing himſelf by marriage to af- 
| Avence and ſplendor ; but All for Love 
was his. motto, an ;rhough. I am ſo un- 
| fulhionabl as not to condemn him for 

confulting affection rather than intereſt 
In the choice of a w. vite, particularly as 
Mrs. Hamilton is really an amiable 
woman, 1 cannot but xe regret that, in 
iance' with . her e 0 bas 
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- «limited, the expences arrending this 
. 0 muſt involve an 
: 5 V 
1 15 i Egerton had not- © Un is inflane- 
remarked how much I was affected hy | 
the latter part of her recital; but now 
obſerving the tears which 1 could not 
reſtrain, ſhe ſuddenly ſtopped, and look- 
ing at me with great concern, ſaid, 1 
fear, Miſs Raynsford, J have done a 


5 very wrong thing, and given you pain 


| . een father eatertait 
"bounded eſteem, ſhould: be reduced 10 
; _diſtrefies 0 unworthy of! him: 1. am, 


inſtead of amuſing you, as 1 intended. 


Believe me, interrupted I, you miſin- 
terpret my concern, if you imagine it 
proceeds ſrom any motive but regrer, 
| 2 chat the man who deſerves every bleſfing 


t fortune could beſtow, and. for 


ned the moſt un- 


Ae happy DOING: idea that his em- 


. . barraſſments 
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in bann 


under the ſeal of ſecrecy, 4 
related 40 her my father's dyin ng 


8 it into exec 


She liſtened to me ve 


vet and then ſ. 
on me, Miſs al met 190 1 nor 


to l con- 


97 


r e 94+ AE. 


—— ge TAC wt et 4, > wa, 


i 
4 
| 
[ 
; 
; 
ö 
: 
! 
| 


— 2 


— 


— — —— — 


* 


— 


> 


- 


any ſentiments, were then diſcovered, by 


bie af making '; 


lde We 28 6 not certain bow far 


world, and am ſenſible that men, par- 
ticularly. elderly ones, are ſeldom capa- 
ions, I tremble 
leſt my guardians. ſhould; ſuppoſe I ſtill 
 crgrain an attachment to him inconſiſtent 
Fe dhe en agements he has entered 
The idea of loving a married 

ate we repugnant to every principle of 
honour and virtue, chat L cannot bear to 
run the ſlighteſt hazard of 
a cenſure, I then re 


to Mis 


Egerton all I thought mylelf at liberty 


0 reveal of Mr. 2 A „s n and 
family. biſtory, +, *Delighted with this 
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mark 0 confidence, pay intereſted; in 


the ſuhject, it was With difficulty. ſhe 


eue on herſelf to leave me ta fulfil 

engagement. When the dae gone, 
een, to giye way to che uncaſineſs I 
could not help feelin W in che 
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from my eyes, by obſcuring the objec | 
of my attention, reminded me how i im- 
properly they were. employed. After a 
18 painful but momentary ſtruggle, 1 replaced 
the Picture in its caſe, and threw myſelf 
into a chair, overeoihs by à variety of 
 -refle8ions, among which the idea 7 
Hamilton's embarraſſed circumſtances 
was the moſt painful. It at length oc- 
curred to me, that 48 1 knew he would 
| de abſent che next day,” and leave Bath 


: the following one, 1 might, without 


impropriety, myfelf reſtore the picture 
to Mrs. Hamilton, and, by informing 
ber of the legacy to which they would 
de in a few months entitled; relieve her | 
mind, and conſequently his, from their | 

_ preſent uneaſineſs. And here; my dear, 
I muſt, in juſtice to my aunt's rectitude 
and integrity, interrupt my narrative for 
aà moment, to tell you, that the day 
ter we arrived at Bath, te voluntarily 
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Ez fied before: 550 Wa age, c or od, SR 
will, to to pay Mr. Hamilton the ſunn 1 

mentioned by my father, and to dif „ 
of another five thonſand pounds in e 
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way which ſhe knew ir de f 
8 to my wiſhes, | But to retuun {0 7 
to my ſtory; N uas ſo pleaſed) with the 5 
thoughts of my viſit, 5 
reſt with tolerable e en aud ls. 5 
—_ vent; at eee o'clock - in a 
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und, contrary to Nations, chat 5 
Mr. Hamilton was, to ſend up the — 

icture, and return without leaving mỹ 
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y a new ſervant, 1 was linoſt 1 
certain of not bein g diſcovered; but 
mme anſwer I received from the woman 
FO abe houſe made wenn e 


* s 


= ws go 0 up Fri way: 


ak with ker on par- 


1 vis requeſted do walk up: And now 
that 1 was on the point of obtaining 
what 1 aimed at, my ſpirits envirely | 
= failed Nay 'T felt be , Wong 
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ſemblance to whom. it belonged, — 


5 : ticularly as Ihad learned the fame even- 


ing, that ſhe. and Mr. Hamilton were 
at Bath. Is it poſfible; exclaimed -ſhe, 
that this picture, on which 1 have. long 
5 ſet ſo high a value, ſhould now have an 
additional one, by procuring me the 
honor of a viſit from Miſs Raynsford ? 
How much do I regret that Mr. Ha- 
milton is abſent chis morning, and how 
great will be his concern, that by not 
knowing you were in Bath, he has been 
deprived of the happineſs of waiting on 
a Lady, of whom I have often heard 
him ſpeak: in the higheſt terms, and to 
Whoſe family he is under ſuch particular 
obligations; but if he returns in time, 


will you permit him to pay his reſpects 

to you this evening? I rte. 1 would 
ner les him that trouble, as I was in- 
diſpenſably eee en home; but 
at ſome future period ſhauld he happy 
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I wiſhed to mention an affair which was. 
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her of my father's verbal Se. as 
chat though I had particular reaſons. for 
not applying to my guardians, and con- 
ſequently cduld not pay the principal | | 
till I was of age, I conſidered it as due 
from the time of his death; and muſt 13 
inſiſt on Mr. Hamilton's receiving „ 
intereſt whilſt it remained in my poſ- . 
ſeſſion; and ſince, continued I, the 5 
. diſtance between our places of reſidence 
makes the remittance an money incon- 
n W P cl} 


mind, nt an. me to e this ops. 
portunity of paying it now, inſtead ok 
waiting to the end of the year. Then 
laying the notes on the table, I was + 
JOE b _— when I cuch- 
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from her, 1 returned „e as a ek 
Pe frame * mind chan I vas in 


not condemn any one part of it throuy 
the whole of this: tranſ &i e 


my ab denz 

hin betrayed an unworthy c or improper” 
thought. During my converſation with 
Louiſa, my heart experienced no emo- 
tions but thoſe of pleaſure, ar . 
the idea of aſſiſting Hamilton, without 
2 him feel the weight of an obliga- - 

tion; and a kind of tender regard for 
4 eee ſeemed ſo well to de- 
ſerve, and ſo } 
affection. I have been told that in a fe- | 
male breaſt envy, revenge, and hatred are 5 
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hat” keep this affair a ſecret, from my 2 
|  byxrecolletting. how well, her behaviour | 
entitled her to my confidence, and my 


_ averſion to every kind of concealment, 
_ - induged me to alter my reſolution ; ; and 1 
295 uy the pleaſure af ſeeing ſhe approved . 
the part I had acted. May Lady Wil- 
Wo lobby be equally favorable, and I hope I 
vol will not imagine, that, by my intro- 
_  dudtion, to, Mrs. Hamilton, I had an, 
intention. of laying che foundation. of 
— Curve intimacy. To. the. utmoſt extent | 
of my power, 1 will ever. aſſiſt them 
both; but, -though from what I have 
ſeen of Louiſa, I really believe I ſhould 
_ ſoon. be. attached to her, and receive 
great pleaſure from her ſociety, I: will 
never indulge myſelf in a perſonal in- 
Sauk, which muſt perpetually throw 
me jn the way of a man, whom I am de- 
termined to avoid, Till I am certain 1 can 
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3 UR letter, my dear Harriet, * 
me the hi gheſt ſatisfaction, not only 
from the account it contained of yours 
and Lady Willoughby's health, but as 
it relieved my mind from the uneaſineſs 
it ſometimes felt, leſt my. conduct ſhould 
be diſapproyed of by thoſe friends, whoſe 
eſteem and good opinion are of the ut⸗ 
moſt 2 to ad Be! 1 flatter” - 


clouded, but not deſtroyed, 
of the laſt four 
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bittered the pleaſure of [my life, begins 
% give place to a tender, but calm 
friendſhip, which I Know 1 may indulge 
without offence to delicacy or virtue. 
When I concluded my laſt letter to you, 
| I was exceſſively uneaſy leſt Hamilton 
ſhould return the notes, which 1 hoped 
would relieve him from his embarraſſ- 
ments; but the next morning my an- 
xiety was removed, * e wig * 
ene 88 11 athiandy; be ee 


| 9/0 © © DEAR, MADAM, 90 
© Mr. Hamilton ae: 
— < by your goodneſs, to write his thanks, 
I therefore undertake the pleaſing; but 
„ difficult taſk, of expreſſing his gra- 
1 titude, as well as my wn. He begs 
5 I me to tell you, Sir William's noble 
legacy gives him the moſt heartſelt 
_ © ſatisfaction; à ſatisfaction not ariſing 
5 from bn n. but r its 
: 25 1 8 , nt n | 
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3 * the clofe of life with unabated affeQion; 


and that as to the notes you left with | 


m e, tl 1 gh be dares not hazard yo ur 


"0 diſpleaſure by 1 refuſi ing them, he muſt | 
© be allowed to receive them, not as a 
» right, but as ar inſtance of that un- 


6 bounded generoſity which marks your 
character. And now, as o myſelf, 


© what ſhall F-fay, ſince I know no words ? 
© adequate to my feelings, yer permit 


me to avow, that excepting my Au- 


e guſtus, F love and admire you more 
„ than 1 do any human being, and ſure Go hg 
© no other can equally deſerve love and 
admiration. A few days fince T\ Was „ 
_ ®which T had ſpent” fo many pr | 
hours, but I nom Jook with regret k 
the carriage, which is Waiting to con- 


* impatient to return to that ſoliti 
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culties, by introducing me to a circle 


totally different from thoſe I have been 
See to. ehm with. 1 tie 


me 
Aj 


3 inc 1 have 3 ever 1 to 
ſhun the vicious and unprincipled, how- 


ever diſtinguiſhed by rank, talents, or 
4 fortune; and am oſten diſtreſſed by ling 


women of conſequence. and merit, de- 
grade themſelves by condeſcending to 

viſit, and even form intimacies, With 
thoſe whoſe ſcandalous connections and 
immoral conduct, is not only; talked of 


in their own circle, but the ſubject of 
converſation to people i in an infexior line, 


many of whom would diſdain to appear 
with thoſe, ho are thus countenanced 
by cheir ſuperiors. It was my father's 


= obſervation, that the depravity of man- 


ners too prevalent in the higher claſſes, 
of N 1 deg owing co care. 
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may have been, ſhall ever be aſſured 
of my alfitance, countenance, 1 8 1 
 teftion.. 8 ee Pa KA 52 hve 
1 have a led ibo: G refle 

1 an incident which will be particularly 
intereſting to you, as it was the means 
of introducing me to Lady Harrington: 
I was a few evenings ſince in-a mixed: 
yo! at Mrs. Wentwortli's; in Brock- 
ſtreet; the converſation turned on the 
' diſtreſs of a young woman, who had 
been abandoned by her ſeducer to all' tlie 


evils of poverty and fickneſs. I was fo 


much affected by the acrount given of 
her ſituation, that I: enquired with fome 
earneftneſs. where ſhe was to be found, 
but before I could receive an: anſwer, a. 
© lady, whoſe acquaintance-I had declined, 
faid, with a malignant ſneer, Lou, Miſs 
Raynsford; certainly: will not think of 
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made me too impatient for that happi- 
neſs, to wait for the formality of wes 
Spot by a third perſon. 
anſwer returned was exactly — 
1 pondent to my wiſhes; after thanking 


me for the favor I conferred, ſhe begged L 


-would add to it by waving all ceremony, 
and ſpending that evening with ker en 
famille. I readily accepted the invita - 
tion, and was received by Lady Har- 
rington with a polite frankneſs, which 
: -encreaſed: the” "RE 1 felt for her. 
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ally on 
| eee Lady Willoughby's the ſimila- 
rity of our ſentiments on both-theſe ſub - 

jects, familiarized us ſo much to each 


cSther, that we loſt all idea of new ac- 


5 quaintance, and, when my chair came, 

mne preſſed me with ſuch earneſtneſs to 
ſtay ſupper, that I willingly aſſented. 
Miſs Harrington had been from home 
1 een chis means I had an 
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Lloyd finds benefit 'from: the waters, we 
all eee directly for London, where 
rler family aud bir Vern ate «| 
'to meet us, and, after; devoting, a mpath - 
to preparations, ſettlements; | &c. Char- 
lotte has promiſed to give her hand to 
Edmund. From the conſiderable place he 
holds in the Treafury, they will heohliged 
to reſide almoſt eonftantlyin London: an 
elegant houſe in Some al- 
ready engaged ſor their reception, ond 1 
| ſhall, I believe, continue with them ti 
near Chriſtmas, when I intend. eturning 
to to Raynsford Park, and remaining 
quietly there till Iam of age: aſter that, 
my motions will be directed by yours 
and Lady Willoughby's; if you pro- 
long your ſtay abroad, I ſhall certainly 
Join you; but I rather hope you -will . 
return to England. When ſpeaking 0 : 
the Harrington family, forgot to men- 
tion — E have eee ſeen: your” | 
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N ee ee [The Cottage, April 14 
n excurſion, 15 whit ch T re + 


| Habitation ; but though my health is re re- 
eſtabliſhed, my mind is at preſent torn 
by the moſt painful apprehenſions for 
my Louiſa, She is ill, Montague, ex- 
_ tremely ill, and notwithſtanding her une 
3 to leave this * at a time 
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ee own, 
luck me ee en ee * with 


eee 2 rue which 


N een RR entry 3 che Aov- 
Land: amiable qualities he 
made a moſt lively im 


ben on my heart, and 1 cannot bear 


the remoteſt idea of loſing her. Tou 
will imagine how much I am intereſt- 
ed in this ſubject, when 1 tell yo 1 
was going 1 conclude my letter with- 
out . N which, in 
Juſtice nsford,. I think 1 
f „ Ain 
| before 1 left Bath, I was told ſhe had 
deen ſome days in that place; the agita- 

tion I' felt from this intel 


2 


* 


* 


reſolution of never eing her again. 
ſpent the next day at the. houſe of 

4 gentleman. a few miles 

returning early in the evening; | 

ted, that as I was indiſ 

Seen the following one, 


other opportunity of 


Particubar civilities. 
way: from. his houſe. to St. James : Pa 
ade was through the Circus, and 
ſeet almaſt involuntarily carried 
that part of it where I | 
- on lodged; though 1 ſolemnly 
declare 1 had not five minutes before 
the moſt e e e 
1 walked: before the | houſe / near 2 
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whilſt 3. was thus employed, 11 hy 
ſome. means dropped a miniature pic- 
ture of myſelf, which was, acciden- 
tally in my pocket. Reflection: at laſt 
forced me to quit the beloved ſpot, 
to Which I felt myſell ſo irreſiſtibly 
attracted, khat 1 was more than once 
tampted to return and requeſt a mo- 
ment's interview with Miſs Ray hsfard. 
I, however, conquered this improper 
wiſh, and even 1 ubdued myſelf ſo far, 
"BS to endeavour to rejoice that my 
Boing to Briſtal the next day, preclud- 
ed the poſſibility; of ſceing her. I. ſet 
out early, and did not return till late 
in the evening, when 1 found Louiſa 

extremely agitated by ſenſations, which 
evidently aroſe from a mixture of 
pleaſure and admiration.” She inform 
ed me. the: had received a yiſit from 
Miſs Raynsford, who, under pretence of 
11 1 the * had inſiſted on her 
| accepting 


£ j: 


OY 


\ 


zecepti 18 notes to a very conſiderable 


amount, as intereſt on a legacy be- 


queathed i me by her father, che principal 


of which ſhould' de paid the moment ſne 
was of age. Whatever right L had to 
the legacy, I well knew I had none to 


che intereſt, and ſhould! have returned 


the notes, but for Louiſa's ſolicitations, 
| Who could not bear the idea of diſplęeaſ- 


ing Miſs Raynsford: no other motive 
could have induced me to accept them, 
though'my circuniſtances were, I confeſs, 
greatly deranged by the expences of my 
journey to, and reſidener in Bath; and 


I vas on the point of applying to your 
ttriendſſiip for affiſtance; when I received 


this ſupply. ©Maſter, as I ſhall be, at 


the end of the year, of five thouſand = 


Pounds, I can never again be in the 


"ſame predicament ; my heart at this 


. en Kine n to Sir 


eee William, 
ES 11511 195 11 ;*# 4 | 5 $17 
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William, and with every ſentiment; that, 
circumſtanced as I am, I; dare renn 
for the noble, the generous Julia. The 
- delicacy and proptiety of her behaviour 


in this late tranſaction, has, if poſſible, 


heightened my admiration ; and whilſt 
] confine chat admiration within proper 
bounds, I ſurely may be. allowed to 
indulge it. Were I inclined to forget 
Miſs Raynsford, Louiſa will not per- 
mit it; the is continually expatiating 
on her beauty, her elegance, and 
chat expreſſive. grace, which, acegm- 
panies her every word and action; and 
dwells on this ſcene with ſuch ſweet ſim- 
plicity, and apparent delight, that whilſt 
recalling. Julia's idea to my remem- 
rance, ſhe Rac Meck attachment to 
te Mt e e a ee 
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5 5 Horde Cafe Ma 15. 


. W wr arrived. at this fine old 


manſion, after meeting in our way an 


adventure ſo unexpected and intereſting, 


that 13 cannot be eaſy till I have given 
you à circumſtantial relation of it: that 
1 may do this without interruption, I 
I have requeſted my friends to allow me 


to devote the whole morning to writing. 


a 4 1 


A I informed you in 1 laſt, I expected 


Charlotte | 


r xiyws q: 


to the ſociety of thoſe friends I moſt 


| . ringtons,” we began to ſettle our plan. 
| Though we. both knew Lady Anne 
poſſeſſed in a very high degree the true 


and Lucy. Miſs Vernon i is accuſtomed 


feeling a ſingle apprehenſion, | I was 


Aae expreſſed ſuch extreme uneaſi 


ſpirit of Engliſh. hoſpitality, we wiſhed . 
not to incumber her with an uſeleſs re- 
tinue of ſervants, - Who are generally 
. more. troubleſome. than their principals, „ 
and agreed to go with poſt horſes to my oy e 
carriage, and attended only by William | 


to travelling; confiding, i in her, and not 
pleaſed with a ſcheme which promiſed 5 
both noyelty and expedition ; but Ed- 

mund Ardley, who, to pay his devoirs to 
zus, took Bath in his way from Exeter to 


"RE neſs © 


valued, particularly the. amiable. Har- 


27 Churlotte to join me at Bath previous to 
| ; our journey; ſhe came. at the. time ap- : | 
pointed, and after. giving a. day or wo IL 


$3 ws 


I es of our ing the . 
Fly guarded, chat, to ſatisfy 
him, we changed” our Plan, and ſet out- 
"with my own coachmiain, Poſtillion, and 
horſes, and not only attended by two 
ſervants of mine; but by one of Mr. Ver- 
non's, on whom Edmund placed parti- 
cular dependence. I was ſenſible, that 
by = new arrangement, we ſhould be 
detained longer on the road, but con- 
| boled myſelf by reflecting 1 1 ſhould have 
a better opportunity of obſerving tlie 
| beauties of the country; and determining 
to. ſend back three of the ſervants, and 
one pair of the horſes, as ſoch as we 
arrived in Wales, and nothu hwithſtanding 
all Lady Anne could urge, to keep the 
others at an inn, ve made ourſelves 
perſettiy eaſy. We made ſhort ſtages; 
on account of the horſes, Who, from 
being favorites of 9.5 father's, He pe- 


(ed #4198) 


were e overtaken: by a violent ſtorm; 4 
rain fell ; in torrents, accompanied by che 
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* RAYNSFORD PARK. | 
;: but at laſt, totally overcome "1 


325 heh the fell without ſenſe or motion 


to the bottom of the carriage. Terrified 
by her nn I. ordered ) Roberr 10 
be} "ae; mee. the carriage to 
obey me, one of the wheels gave way, 
and had it not been for the aſſiſtance of 
the ſervants,” who. happily were on the 
 Gde where the accident happened, we 
| muſt inevitably: have been overturned... I 
Was now in real diſtreſs, nor knew- how 
to extricate myſelf from it, but by 
9 tending For. another carriage, which 

would have detained us an PndRe or two 
onger in the ſtorm; when Thomas, the 
new ſervant, whom I mentioned on a 
ſormer occaſion, relieved me, by ſaying 


| he once lived--with a gentleman who 
often travelled that road, and that down 
.a lane, about a mile diſtant; there was 
dite public houſe, where we might 
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nt Wa be ſheltered from the — 3 
| This, as we weren cum | 
b delightful intelligences Hand 
to lead / the way, and, by d. the 
other ſervants, the coach was dragged HS 
to the place he mentioned where we were 
received by a neat elderly woman, WÜ1ũ¹ʃ .ö. 
_ - after lamenting that ſhe had no place „ 
fit for ſuch gentry, ſnewed us eee 
Uttle parlour, Which exactly reſemble d 
3 ar * Salad e 2 in un | 25 
ſo . tolerably- e e and ae | 
mitting her to the care of the landlad , 
and deſiring the men ſetvants to hae 
every proper refreſhment, I ordered 'the - 
carriage to be repaired immediately, as 1 
I. wiſhed to purſue my journey but 
finding this was impoſſible, as it was | 
now near eight O clock, and Robert 
aſſuring me the wheel c aa 
1 mended in nnn 
1 WI Ou virtue. 
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ee with ſuch evident pleaſure and 
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2 virtue of. necefiity, and Seen 
to remain where we were till the nent 
morning fat down cheerſully to. our 
tea, attended by our landlady, who 


wi us her name was Jones, and gave 
s many particulars of herſelf and fa- 


de r e c ate 
tion, as you may imagine, was neither 
amuſing nor intereſting, we could not 


reſolve to ſhock her feelings, or mortify 


her into ſilence, by inattention or re- 


ſerve. The good woman was ſo elated 
A our notice, and the encomiums we 


beſtowed on the neatneſs of her parlour, 
that ſne begged we would walk up and 


ſee the chamber we were to ſleep : in, 


ſpect a much better rogm : we bee 
with her requeſt, and were really ſur 
5 2 at a manner in ene de 


il 


2 © LETTER v1. + u. 1 
tin the accounted for it by faying/ it was 


done by an old gentleman, vho for 
ſeveral years had come from London, 
and reſided there for two or three months 

in the ſummer. He was 4 good friend I 
of mine, continued: ſhe, and ar his. 
death, which happened only laſt winter, 

left me all the furniture, and fifty 
pounds to my youngeſt ſon, beſides 
ſore bocks, which (opening a eloſet) 
you are very welcome to look at; and 
Lam more glad than ever I was before, 
that the room is in ſuch nice order, 
fince ſuch great ladies are to ſleep in it. 
She. then left us to prepare ſupper, On 

eramining che books, we found chey 

conſiſted Prineipally 'of ſermons, maga- 

ꝛines and periodical papers. 1 took. 
down a volume gf che Spectator, and 5 
amuſed myſelf with it, hilft Miss Ws 
Vetnon, Who was more fatigued, threw + 
Huey" FR the bed; but my read- 
JJ 
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ing and her. repoſe were, ſoen ith 
-bed-.by the ſound. of a carriage, and 
in ag inſtant the 5 f the houſe 
Was beat with ſuch Violence; that: I felt 
/a,- momentary alarm; but recollecting 
chow: well: we were guarded, - acknow- 
ledged, for th firſt- time, Mr. Ardley 
was right. Curioſity ſucceeded appre- 
bhenſion, but the evening was ſo dark 
Ve could ſee Hothing from the windows; 
ve entertained ourſelves a few moments 
with imagining. who our new gueſts 
could - poſſibly © be, when Mrs. Jones 


came into the room, with, every ap- 


pearance of concern. Oh, Madam, ſaid 

the, I do not know what I hall do, 
| there are a gentleman and: lady below, 
who have been driven here by the. wea- 
ther; the poor lad; is by. ill, that I 
really believe ſhe,; will die, unleſs vou 
will- allow ber to be put into this beg, 
as I have not another, in the houſe, ex- 
e = IN » v1 
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as 2 very Poor one in the garret, and 
chat where my buſband and J fleep, and 
he is ſüch a ſurly kind of man, that if 
he ſhould come home and find 1 have 
let ours, he will certainly beat me. 
We deſired ſhe would make herſelf cafy, . 
as we would do every thing 8 to accom" 
; modate the lady: the bleft us 4 thou- 
ſand times for our charity and god dnefs, 
and then ran down ſtairs with the wel- £ 
come intelligence. | 1 foon followed her 
myſelf, to give all the! aſſiſtance in my L; 
power, leaving Charlotte to adjuſt her 
dreſs; but oh, Harriet, imagine, if you | 
_ poſſibly can, what I felt when on open 
ing the parlour door, I ſaw Hamilton 
tenderly ſupporting Louiſa, Whilſt Mrs. 8 
Jones was rubbing” 0 18 temples; when HY 
J enterec the ros his back was to- 1 
wards me, but at the exclamation * 
could not help uttering, he ſuddenty | 
looked round, and erclaim wing in "RIS 
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turn, 11 is Miß Raynsford 5 „ ſprang, to 
meet me, with, a epuntonance in which 
joy and ſurprige were, for a 3 
viſibly painted; but ſummoning all 

reſolution, and not daring, at chat * 
ſtant, either to ſpeak to or look at him, 
I baſtily went up to; Mrs.; Hamilton, 
and. aſked. her. if ſhe. would acknow- 
ledge me as an acquaintance. and « a friend. 


Though ſhe appeared almoſt in a ſtate 


of. inſenſibility but a minute before, at 


the. ſound of my voice the. 3 


eyes, and fixing them 


"gt 


face, burſt into tears, but inſtantiy re · 
| covering, herſelf, Les, Miſs Raynsford, 
faid ſhe, it .is my pr 


conſider you as my friend, and that 


Heaven, to whom. | my prayers for your 


health and welfare haue been conſtantly 


addreſſed, can witneſs the extreme plea- 


| ſure I feel from this meeting, and how 
ae 1 n being once more al- 


. lowed 8 
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Fe vou. You mill of n, VET —5 N 
| often,” I: hope, ſee me, replied 1 i 
what gecaſions this dejection Nie 


proceed from . indiſpoſition, or from a 
misfortune I may be ſo err 
lieve? You are very 1 
ford, i3eplied: 5 
8  with-a thouſand differen EE HULL 
Loviſa has ben very ill igce ſhe. hal l 
the honor of ſeeing you. at Bach, but 


entirely: reſtore ber. Ah, amin. 
ſaid ſhe, this ſolicitude vill, I fear, an- e 
ſwer no purpoſe, but that of. giving your 


r myſelf the Briſtol waters will 


a 


* 


adding to the reluctanoe 1 
at the idea of reſigning a lit 
” our ſtenderneſs; 
of this journey what 
rejoice that IL v der 
pliance, with. your. . 


* * 
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Siyen me an opportunity of ſeeing MiG 
Raynsford 3 and 1 ſhall ever bleſs the 
ſtorm which ſo lately terrified" me, for 


_ 'bliging us to take refuge in the ſame 


place with, her. I was affected, both 
dy her words and manner, and endea- 
vored to ſoothe, and convince her how 
| ſenſible I was of the eſteem ſhe! expreſſed 
for me; yet though 1 can truly ſay my 
heart was unconſcious of any ſentiment 
but thoſe of the tendereſt compaſſion, I 
felt greatly embarraſſed at this} utiex- 
pected meeting with 2 man I once 
ardently loved, and who; I knew from 
his own confeſſion, jad / entertained a 
paſſion for me; and the more, as 1 
thought Mrs. Hamilton would obſerve 
ie conſtraint I evidently ſaw in his 
manners, and. imagined it muſt be e- 
qually viſible in mine. The entrance 
of Charlotte, ſeaſonably relieved us all; 


ſhe addreſſed Hamilton with all the cor- 
I 18 - dial 
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warmth of friendſhip anembitrered 
by ny painful ſenſations. On bis in- 
troducing her as ohe of his particular 
friends, Louiſa appeared to loſe in that 
idea, that ſhe was till then an nao 
ſtranger to herſelf, and recovering a 
tranſient flow of ſpirits, declared ſne 
found herſelf equal to ſitting up a little - 
longer, and would nat: / therefore, im- 


mediately quit, ſo deſirable a circle. 1 
fear, Miſs Raynsford, added ſnhe, I have 


wounded your ſenſibility by my late 
deſpondente, but you muſt impute it 
to the terror I ſuffered during the ftorm, 
though I confeſs; 1 am but too liable to 
ſuddeh fits of dejection; . eee 

I- deſpair; I know I am very ill, but 


Lam ſenſible: the | Briſtol waters have 
recovrred 'thoſe whoſe i caſes, to all ap- 
pearanice; were; more dangerous than 
mine. Werendeavour 4 to confirm theſe 
mos but ee of ſhort 

#0133 |  contl= 
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contitwances in leſs than half an "TOY 


the again relapſed, and was with diffi- 


TY colty' kept 'from”'fainting;”'' Hamilton 


eated ſhe would retire, and 
taking her in his arms, carried her up 


| ſtairs, followed by Charlotte, who, 1 


believe, imagined I ſhould not be ſorry 
to be a few moments totally free from 
obſervation. When they were gone, 1 

threw myſelf into a chair, and'remained 


ſo loſt in thought, that 1 did not know 
Hamilton was returned, till locking up, 
1 faw him leaning on the back of a 


chair, with his eyes intentiy fixed on 
my face. I ſtarted from my ſeat, and 
enquired how he bad left Louiſa ; ¶ fear, 
faid he, the is even worſe than I ima · 
gined when we began this journey; but 
ill as ſne was when we quittad the room, 
her ſpirits s are again returned, andifhe is 
exprefling to Miſs Vernon i grateful 


. you have con · 


ferred 


ful minds, replied I, are too apt to look 
on common acts of juſtice in the light 
of obligation, but 1 will go up and 
convinew me; though I have à claim to 
| ip, 1 have none to her gra- 
ae Vou have, anſwered he warme 
ly, a claim to the eſteem and admiration 
of the whole world; and the delicacy, 

the genefofity — Pardon me, ſaid I, 
interrupting him, but I cannot; at pre- 
ſent; hear a ſyllable more on this ſub- 
Jed; © indeed, I am in haſte: to attend 
Mrs. Hamilton. I then went towards 
the door: 28 1 paſt him, he made a 
motion 4s if to 18 hm er in- 
| boon: and fired me ig 1 4 the 
room without ſpeaking. 1 found Louifa 
eee . 0 officiouſneſs of 


25 - LETTER! un. : 3 | 
ferred: on us both. Amlable and grate- 


4 
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1 the room ſhe was in belonged to me and | 
5 Miſs. Vernon; ſhe declared: ſhe would 
not go to reſt, unleſs ſome method 
could be thought of to accommodate 
us; after ſame friendly altetcation, it =» 
was ſettled I ſhould ſleep, with her, and 
that Miſs Vernon: and. Lucy ſhould take 
' poſſeſſion, of the landlady's bed,- which 
the woman conſented to, from the hope 
chat, as it was ſo late, her huſband 
would not come home; and to make 
all eaſy, I privately authoriſed her, ſhould 
he return, to uſe, in my name, an ar- 
gyment which I was very ſure would 
diſarm his anger, and reconcile: him to 
the ingonxenience of ſitting up. Louiſa 
a ce during the 55 ws of 


ing een bee diſpoſed, to 00 as 
herſelf, began ſpeaking of Hamilton, 
and expatiated on the. various excel- 
Ahe cn HEAT ns mind, and the 


extent 


3117 


LETTER: XI. vll. 1 145 | 


extent of his underſtanding,” with ſuch 5 


evident ſatisfaction, I thould have heard 175 
her with pleaſure, had the ſubject been 


wholly unintereſting to myſelf. She 1 


then aſk me, whether, conſidering the 
alliance his birth and merit entitled him 
to expect, my father and his other 
friends, were not both diſpleaſed and 
diſappointed at the choice he had made ? 
This queſtion diſtreſſed me; but I:evaded 
it as well as I. could, by ſaying my 
father had too good an opinion of his 
judgment ever to condemn him, and 
that though the generali ty. of the world 
were too apt to conſider happineſs and 
wealth as ſynonimous terms, J was cer- 
tain their mutual affection Was à ſource 
of far more real felicity, than the moſt 
unbounded affluence could -beſtow. I 
ſhould, ſhe replied, be indeed the hap- 
pieſt of women, were it not for one 
circumſtance; but the flighteſt devia- 
Vor. III. VVV 
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tion from rectitude always ſooner or 
1 later brings its own puniſiment. I was 
| 7 apts, ſurpriſed and ſtartled by theſe words; 
but ſhe inſtantly explained them. From 
1 the firſt of my acquaintance with Mr. 
Hamilton, T loved him with a degree 
of tendernefs, which, young and in- 
experienced, I could ſcarcely conceal, 
and was wholly unable to ſubdue; and 
when, induced by the moſt generous mo- 
tives, he made me an offer of his 
hand, I had not reſolution to refuſe, 
what I conſidered as the greateſt of hu- 
= man bleſſings, though. I knew by ac- 
1 | cepting it, I ſhould involve him in 
difficulties, and overcloud his future 
proſpects; and my conduct was the 
more unpardonable, as at that time 1 
was certain he felt no ſentiments for 
me, but thoſe of compaſſion and friend- 
S's ſhip. Since our marriage, the whole 
tenor of his behaviour leaves me no 
. ns room 
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room to doubt, that he loves me with 
an affection almoſt equal to my own; 
and this conviction would make me the 
happieſt of women, could I diveſt my- 

ſelf of the painful conſciouſneſs, that 

in uniting myſelf to him, I conſulted 
more my own happineſs than his; and 

that, but for me, inſtead of being bu- 
ried in an obſcure ſolitude, he might 
have raiſed himſelf to that elevated ſi- 
tuation, he is ſo well calculated to adorn; 
for ſurely no woman , however ſplendid 
her fortune, could have been inſenſible 
to his addreſſes. All I can fay in my 
own juſtification is, that my conduct, 
though ſelfiſh; was not mercenary, and 
that I uſed no art to draw him into an 

engagement, from which, however, a 

few months, or perhaps weeks, may re- 

leaſe him; and then, if the fervent 
with I have formed could be anſwered, 
he would indeed be rewarded for all his 

N | alnenen. : 
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affection and tenderneſs to me. "Garden 


me, Miſs Raynsford, I dare' not be 


more explicit; you will think me pre- 
ſumptuous, but you know not the thou- 
_ fandth. part of the virtues that This 
was too much, I could nat bear it, but 


interrupting her, Tou will, I hope, ſaid 


1, (and believe -me, Harriet, I ſpoke 
the real wiſhes of my heart) be long 


ſpared to him, who ſo well deſerves, 


and ſo truly returns your affection; but 
if you wiſh to be well, you muſt not 


give way to theſe def] ponding reflections 


and undeſerved ſelf reproaches. I then 
tried to reconcile her to herſelf, by every 


argument 1 could ſuggeſt, as I was 


Convinced peace of mind was abſolutely 


eſſential to the re- eſtabliſnment of her 


health. My endeavours were attended 


wich ſucceſs; ſhe inſenſibly grew more 
calm, and as if her heart was relieved 
" a e load of” the confeſſion ſhe 

had 


— 
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Had made, in leſs chas half an hour 
funk into a ſweet and. tranquil lumber. 
I- would have followed her example, 
but finding it impoſſible, I roſe about 
eight o'clock,. and went down into a 
meadow adjoining the houſe. The 
beauty of the morning, the fragrance 
of the air, and the harmony of the 
birds, all contributed to inſpire my 
mind with ſerenity, and to fill it with 
cheerful ideas; my reflections on what 
had paſſed the preceding day, were far 
from unpleaſant : ſatisfied with myſelf, 
and charmed with the. ſurrounding ſeene, 
I remained on this beautiful ſpot above 
an hour, without imagining half that 
time had elapſed; but juſt as I was - 
intending to re- enter the houſe, I ſaw- 
Mr. Hamilton approach. I could not 
avoid him, without the appearance of 
conſciouſneſs or affectation; and, certain 
_ I had now ſubdued my own emo» . 
1 H 3 tions, 
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tions, I advanced to meet him with appa= 5 
rent eaſe. - When he firſt addreſſed me, he. 
was a little agitated, but it ſoon wore off; 
our converſation turned principally on my 
beloved father; a ſubject which intereſted 
without embarraſſing us.; he expreſſed 
the livelieſt gratitude to his memory for 
the many obligations he had conferred 
pon him, particularly for his laſt act 
of kindneſs; he then adverted to the 
poart I had taken in this tranſaction, but 
I abſolutely declined receiving his ac- 
| knowledgments, and endeavoured to 
cCoxvince him that I had only acted con- 
Lo formably to the dictates of juſtice, and 
that my advancing the intereſt a fer 
months before it was due, was more 
convenient and ſatisfactory to myſelf, 
than it could poſſibly be to him. When | 
* had done ſpeaking, he* ſaid, I will 
. not, Miſs Raynsford, preſs acknow- 
ledgments upon you, which I ſee you 
4 N 5 ae 
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we 1 to receive; but ſince: 1 
have pride and pleaſure in imagining 
myſelf obliged to you, why ſhould you 
endeavor to convince me I am miſtaxen? 

Then ſuddenly turning the converſation, © 
he aſked if he might yet: enquire for you 
by the name of Miſs Evelyn; and on 

OY anſwering yes, and that I was ſure 

you had no intention of changing . 

appeared ſurpriſed, as he had, he ſaid, 

been told both your hand and affections 
were engaged before you left Kenſing- 
ton. I aſſured him, that from what- 
ever miſtake ſuch a report might have 
originated, it was entirely without foun- 
dation. I then informed him how hap- 
pily you were ſituated with Lady Wil- 
loughby, and the promiſe you had made 
of dividing. your time in future between 
her Ladyſhip and ame. Juſt as I had 

. this recital, we were told by. 

„„ 2 ; a ſervant, 
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Aa ſervant, that Mrs. Hamilton and Miss 
Vernon were waiting for us. On our 
entering the parlour, we found the 
former in every reſpect much better 
than ſhe was the preceding evening, and 
che breakfaſt would have been a cheer- 
ful one, but for the idea of the ap- 
proaching ſeparation. It was agreed the 
Hamiltons ſhould ſet out a few minutes 
before us. When Louiſa was informed 
the chaiſe was ready, ſhe took an af- 
fectionate leave of Miſs Vernon, and a 
ſtill more tender. one of me; repeatedly 
begging that whatever might be the 
event of her journey, I would not for- 
get her; and then giving her hand to 
Hamilton, walked ſlowly and reluctant- 
ly to the carriage; when he had placed 
her in it, he returned to the parlour to 
thank Charlotte and me for the atten- 


258 tion we 0 Paid her; this was, 1 con- 
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_ a moment of trial; his countenance - 

was as pale as death, and his voice wit=- - 
neſſed the agitation. he was in; yet 1 
took leave of him, and ſupported: mit 
with tolerable fortitude, till the carriage 1 
drove off, when the conſciouſneſs that, 

if I valued my own peace, I muſt ſtill 
adhere to the reſolution of neyer ſeeing 1 

yy again, ſtruck me ſo forcibly, 1. 

could not reſtrain my tears. Charlotte 
ſuffered me to indulge them for ſome” | 
minutes, and then, by expreſling her 
approbation of my paſt conduẽt, and 1 1 
leading my thoughts inſenſibly to other 
ſubjects, by W reſtared of tran 
Wy! | 


IK J# 


The remainder. * our e e + Tp 
attended by any event worth relating: 
Reaſon again reſumed her empire over 
my mind, and my inlagination Sony: 5 


— 
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by the new objects which every moment 
preſented themſelves, was prevented 
from dwelling. too intently on paſt 


events; ſo that when we arrived at 


the Caſtle, I was enabled to receive and 


return with unaffected cheerfulneſs, the 
careſſes of Lady Anne and her amiable 


daughters, who welcomed us with every 
_ expreſſion of pleaſure. In this beautiful 


ſpot, ſurrounded by friends, for every 


one of whom I have a ſincere regard, 
and allowed to flatter myſelf that a 


few mon ths will reſtore thoſe who are 


ſtill dearer to me, I muſt be unpar- 
a donably diſcontented and ungrateful, 

could I allow my thoughts to dwell 
on painful recollections. Say every 


thing that is affectionate for me to 


Lady Willoughby, and remember, my 


deareſt Harriet, that to confirm the 
good Ions. I have made, not to 
repine . 


* — 
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LETTER XLVIII. 


TO Miss RAYNSFORD. 


In anſwer to her Letter dated April the 5th. 


v. 


I A is my dear Julia, you would 
have been pleaſed to witneſs the innate 
ſatisfaction with which 1 peruſed your 
laſt letter: my admiration of you en- 
creaſed every line I read, and I have 
not a doubt, but the juſtneſs of your 
ſentiments, and propriety of your con- 


"Vion May 28. 
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as, 
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guck, vl enſure you happineſs eve 1 
in this Hife. Tou are ſenſible of my d. 
eided averſion. to flattery; but it wouldi . 
be unjuſt to withhold from real merit 
the due tribute of applauſe. The noble 
conqueſt you have gained over a paſſion, 
which I once feared would have de- 
ſtroyed your peace and health, is truly 
meritorious; and the more ſo fror 
the, warmth of diſpoſition which marks: 
your character; but a ſpirit like yours, 
at once high and well regulated, and 
animating a mind open to conviction, . =o 
is capable of every exertion, can never vt | 
condeſcend to a mean or | unworthy .- 
action, and, if inadvertently led into 
an error, will inſtantiy renounce and 
generoully acknowledge it. Tour re-. 
flections on the proper choice of com . 
pany are worthy of yourſelf, | and 
breathe the true ſpirit of delicacy and 
eee, 2 am charmed at your | 
. introduction 8 
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introduction to Lady Harrington, as 1 
know you will be pleaſed with each 
other, and feel inexpreſſible pride in 
the aſſurance that ſhe will be convinced 
my deſcription of yau was not dictated 
BY: . e 
f „ * 
In the ſhort letter I wrote you im- 
mediately on our arrival at Florence, I 
had only time to ſay we were well, and 
had met with no unpleaſant accident; 
but this is ſpeaking too Mlightly of a2 
8 journey, which was really uncommonly a 
pleaſant. We went by ſhort ſtages 
from Paris to Marſeilles, where we 
embarked for Leghorn, as' Lady Wil- 
| loughby, though, ſhe had no fears for 
| herſelf, did not ls to truſt her 
children over the Alps. I concealed | 
my own wiſhes, as they did. not en- | 
_ tirely. correſpond with her's, and I 
2 knew ſhe would be hurt at diſappointing 
"he - 
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the 0 1 had formed of ſeeing Mount 
Cenis. In travelling through France 7 
every circumſtance. conſpired to give 
us pleaſure; the fineneſs of the wea- 


ther gave additional charms to the | 


beauty of the country, and we made 
frequent excurſions from the direct 
road, to every place which Lord Wil- 
loughby thought worthy our attention. 
The only alloy to our ſatisfaction was 
the extreme poverty of the peaſants; 
but even this was leſſened. by the ge- 


neral cheerfulneſs obſervable in their 


looks and manner. You know how 


partial I am to little Edward, but in 


this journey he made an abſolute con- 
queſt of my heart, I had never before 


an opportunity of ſeeing his ſenſibility 5 


ſo ſtrongly excited, nor did I believe 
it poſſible A child of his age, could 


Z Poſſeſs this amiable quality in ſo high a 


e ä beggar we met t attracted | 
| 3 his 
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his attention, and when he had. diſpoſed: 


of all his little ftock of money, it was. 
with difficulty we prevented him from 


pulling off his clothes, to accommodate 


ſome half- naked children, who crowded 


about the carriage, when we ſtopped the 
ſecond day to change horſes; but not 


being allowed to ſtrip himſelf, plenti- 


fully gave his tears for want of ſome- 


thing better to beſtow. Eliza, who. 
had herſelf been very liberal, but whoſe 


more volatile diſpoſition does not incline 


her equally to ſympathize with the diſ—- 
treſſed, reproved him for this childiſn- 
neſs with tit womanly air of im- 
portance, which ſhe often aſſumes 
from the advantage of being two years 
older; but ſhe was in turn. checked by 
her mother, Who told her, that even 


when Edward was grown up ſhe ſhould 


be ſorry not to ſee him feel as well as 
en. the diſtreſſes of, his fellow - crea- 
| | tures 5, 


. 
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tures ; yet, to ſofren this reproof, and 
to ſhew ſbe was pleaſed with the gene- | 
roſity of her former behaviour, ſhe re- TY 
pleniſhed both their pockets with a 
freſh ſupply of livres. Lady Wil- 
loughby, whenever ſhe has an opportu- 
nity, generally diſpenſes theſe chance 
alms. by the hands of her- children, 
from an idea, that compaſſion even to 
common beggars, rather than the pru- 
dence which inculcates a diſregard to 
their complaints, ought to be impreſſed 
on young minds. Her opinion, with. | 
regard to theſe wretched people, is 
exactly the ſame as my father's, who, 
made it a rule never to paſs one of 
them, without beſtowing ſbme trifle... 
I know, he would often fay, there are 
among them numberleſs impeſtors, but 
as 1 have not the power of looking, 
into the heart, and am convinced there 
are many others, who, from being bred: 
„ VVV 
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up to this wretched. away of life, or not 


having a legal ſettlkment, have no 


better means of obtaining ſubſiſtence, 
can J refuſe a trifling donation which « 
may preſerve a fellow-creature* from 
periſhing, who implores my compaſſion 
in the name of the Supreme Being; 
and, if, by purſuing this method, I 
have, during my life, relieved - one 
real object, am I not amply. repaid, 
though I may have been deceived a 
| n times by falſe e 3 


we Fan ITY ſoa . at Marſcilles, 
| where we embarked for - Italy, and. 
landing at Leghorn, proceeded from 
thence to Florence, where a magnificent 
houſe had been previouſly hired for our 
reception. Lord and Lady Willoughby 
have renewed their acquaintance with | 
| ſeveral noble F lorentines, and are fo 

charmed with the place and its er | 
N . that 


+ 
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that 1 imagine moſt part of the time 
Ve continue abroad will be ſpent here. 


ber. am pleaſed with this, as I think we 


cannot be any where more pleaſantly 
us Beſides the firft Italian fa- 
> milies, our viſiting circle includes ſe- 


veral very agreeable Engliſh people of 


faſhion, who reſide here. I am re- 


ceived every where with the higheſt 
marks of diſtinction and regard; yet, 


inſtead of being flattered by theſe- at- 


tentions, I am often tempted to ſmile 
when 1 reflect how differently many of 


theſe. very people would behave, did 


I appear in my real character, a poor 


dependant on the bounty of my friends; 


but it is. jmpoſſible they can form ſuch 


an idea, wien you and Lady Wil- 


loughby have almoſt effaced it from 


my own mind ; or at leaſt taught me 


to remember it as a ſubjest of gra- e 
firude,. not of bumiliation : but as we 
$14 | e 
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muſt not, if we wiſh. to be 8 | 

examine too minutely into the motives 

of. the common civility. we receive, 1* 

am pleaſed, though not elated with the 
attention that is ſhewn me. But I have 
a ſtronger reaſon. for wiſhing to remain. 
here, which. L will explain, as I think. 
it will both intereſt and amuſe. you.. 
Immediately on our arrival I was in- 
troduced by Lady Willoughby to the 
Convent of ————;, the Abbeſs is 
diſtantly related to her Ladyſhip, and, 
on her account, behaved to me with 
particular regard, aſſuring me, when- 
ever I had an hour to ſpare from the 
world, I ſhould be always a welcome 
viſitor at the grate. I availed myſelf 
of this permiſſion, ' as I, was really 
pleaſed with the converſation both, of 
her and the Nuns, who, generally 
ſpeaking, I found more cheerful and 
better fr than 1 expected, and, 


IL was 
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1 was charmed -to obſerve, poſſeſſed all 


the enthufiaſm, | without the bigotry 8 
the Roman Catholic religion. This 1 


attribute to the example and precepts of 


the Abbeſs, of whoſe liberal and gentle | 
diſpoſition you will ſoon be convinced. 
But though I was pleaſed with the whole 


fſterhood, my attention was principally 
engaged by one. Adelaide, for that is 


the name of this fair recluſe, courted 15 


my friendſhip with particular ſolicitude, 


and was too amiable not to meet a 


ſuitable return. I will not pretend to 


deſcribe her perſon, except by faying 
chat her form is elegance itſelf, and 
her face at once faultleſsly beautiful and 
inexpreſſibly intelligent; her manner 

is uncommonly prepoſſeſſing, and ſhe is 
' miſtreſs of a variety of accompliſh. 


ments. She did not appear unhappy, 


yet the. mild languor, which ſome- 
times oefter 1 her countenance, con- 


vinced 
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vinced me hes heart was not entirely 


at eaſe; and once, when 1 compli- | 
mented. her on the fluency with which 


ſhe, ſpoke Engliſh, I obſerved: her 


tears. Theſe circumſtances excited my 


curioſity, nor was it long before ſhe gra- | 
tified me, by explaining the mon of her 


melancholy. 


We were one morning alone at the 
- erate, and' on her appearing more de- 


jected than uſual, I could not help ex- 
preſſing an apprehenſion that ſhe was 
indiſpoſed. She replied no, that her 


health was better than ſhe had any reaſon 
to expect; but that her mind had un- 
dergone a ſhock, ſhe feared it would 
never entirely recover, and which often 
prevented her from appearing with the 
ſerenity, that ought to diſtinguiſh thoſe 


He aven E 


: beautiful eyes inſtantly ſuffuſed with 


. 


0 who were devoted to the ſervice of 


RT 


LED BER em, ahh: 


Heaven. If I. was not certain, con 


tinued ſhe, that a confeſſion of my paſt 
errors muſt lower me in. your eſteem, I 
would, without hefitation, explain to 
you the cauſe of that dejection, which 
I know you have often obſerved with 
tender pity. 1 remember you once ap- 
peared pleaſed at the readineſs with 


which I ſpoke: Engliſh ;' alas! you little 


imagine the price I paid for learning 
your native language. —Startled at the 
vehemence of her manner, I expreſſed 
my concern for having, by an inadvertent 
queſtion, given riſe to a train of melan- 
choly ideas, and aſſured her that, greatly 
as my curioſity was excited, I would 
never preſs her to explain herſelf on a 
ſubject, which gave her ſo much pain. | 
But reſtraining her tears, and growing 
more calm, ſhe : replied ; after what 1 
have ſaid, Miſs Evelyn, I muſt entreat - 
you t to hear me, or, canded and generous 
as 


1 
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2 a yourure, you may be inclined to form 
conjectures more unfavourable - than 1 
deſerve; 5 but that I may come by de- 
grees to the period of my life I can 
never remember without emotion, 1 
will, if it does not treſpaſs too much ; 
on your time, inform you of ſome cir- 
cumſtances Previous to it. N 


* 


5 My mother died when I; was ſo 

young that I can ſcarcely recollect 
2 her 4 at eight years of age, myſelf 
| Aud a twin ſiſter, were placed in this 
Convent by my father, the Marquis 
of Meliſina, who, wiſhing to ſupport 
the ſplendor of his family, by leaving 
all he was poſſeſſed of to my brother, 
irreyocably deſtined us to a monaſtic 
life. To prevent his views from being 
diſappointed, every method was taken 
to inſpire our young minds with a love 
1 retirement as we grew. ub, we 
were 
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"40 were taught all thoſe polite 2 4 
ing accompliſhments, which 0 88 4 
© and ſoften the lan gour of folitude. 


=: My. father, whenever he viſited us; 


* * 2 — — 


was continually repreſenting the ſeli- 5 Ws 


city of the ſtate he had choſen for us, 
„ and the amiable Abbeſs, though no 
_ © conſideration could have induced her 
c to force our inclinations, aided his 
® deſigns, from Ua conviction that we 
were ſatisfied with à lot which had 
rendered her perfectly happy ; ; and he 


1 gave the more readily inte the Mar- 7 


© quis's views, as ſhe loved us with an 
© affe&tion which made her unable to 
bear the thoughts of our removal. 
For ſeveral years my father's inten- 


” 4 A 


2 
K 


Vol. ys „5 * 
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tions appeared juſtified; happy 1 in our- 
ſelves, paſſionately fond of each other, 
and attached to the Abbeſs, and the 

* whole i we ſhould have con- 5 


through our noviciate with great ap- 


3 


-_ 
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. <- ſidered, leaving the convent, - as che 


* greateſt. of misfortunes. We paſſed 


« * glavic and then cheerfully renounced 
a world, which we did not imagine 

3 . any thing worthy attention 
or regard. For ſome time our hap- 
< pineſs, appeared to encreaſe; the Ab- 
0 * beſs, ſatisfied that we had a real vo- 
« cation, and certain that we were 
AY no- ſecure. to Heaven and to her, 
- | behaved to us with additional tender- 


_ © neſs; whilſt the nuns, not only loved, 


< but reſpecteq us as examples of early | 


. < piefyz, but this calm was of ſhort con- 


4 tinuance; ſix months after our taking 
0 the veil, my beloved ſiſter, my darling 


[© Cecilia, was torn from me by a malig- 


4 nant. fever. What I ſuffered at this 
* dreadful ſeparation can be more £alily 
TOO Hou een for ſeveral 

. | | | 5:7. 1 


8 my 'own He and reaſon+ were de- 


* ſpaired of, and it was many weeks 

< before I was capable of receiving con- 
ſolation from che Kindnefs of my 
0 friends, or even from the ſacred EX= 


© erciſes of Religion. Time at 


© though 
© quti 


OS 


Ls 


produced its uſual effect, and I began, 


to reſume my uſual 
es and amuſements. The firſt real 


* ſymptom I gave of returning cheer- 


fulneſs, was by attaching myſelf to 


© Miſs Conway, an Englifh boarder, 


*.whoſe diſpoſition was uncommonly 


volatile and lively; but thei 


x often” amuſed | Þ i ber bene and 


© lively. ſallies; 


© cipally engaged my affecti 
n having been a R = 


9 St relief EY the - only ; 
hi ich 


1 


. - 
* 
my 
* 
4 
* 
, 
* — 
- 


ion, 


mee As Miſs Con- > 
he c way 


— 
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way had been recommended by many 
families of the firſt diſtinction, ſne 
© ſaw a great deal of company; the rules 
bdof our convent are not in themſelves 
very rigid, and the Abbeſs, anxious 
to promote every thing which might 

\ © contribute to diſſipate. my thoughts, 
7 8 always permitted me to attend her to 
the grate, Alas! how little did I de- 
| © ſerve, and how ungratefully repay her 
| - * indulgence, This intercourſe with the 
8 world, to which I had never been 
3 8 before accuſtomed, and the. converſa- 
1 « tion of Alicia, inſpired me with new 
3 © ideas; I. grew fond of. ſociety, and. 
ll. _-* ſometimes thought my father, might 
© be miſtaken, when he declared no 
* woman could be ſafe or happy but in 
© the. walls of a convent. . My mind 
| - was. in this ſtate, when a brother of 
Fr bes Miſs. Conway' s arrived at Florence, 
eee oy. &; young. nobleman, 
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as | Henry, for OY. 
that was the name of our new ac 1 n 
quaintance, ſoon became a conſtant rn 

« viſitor, and -often came even Wen 


For ſome time 1 Placed this aſliduit7 1 
© to: the, 2 e of Alicia, but his at: 
' © tention to me at leng 


ved: at this 


* 
- 


at it, 2 
* 2. 
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merely for the pleaſure of hearing 


* 


| 1 arguments ſhe drought in ſupport 
© of her opinion. ; Charmed 2 80 5 
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gave myſelf up to the pleaſure of 

loving him, without conſidering; the 
lengtin to which this unwarrantable 

© paſſion would impel me. Reflection 
indeed would ſometimes tell me, I was 
gauilty of a crime, but Maſs: Conway 
*. © heverfailed, either to laugh, or reaſon 
me out of theſe ſcruples 3 and, certain 

 _ .© of chis, I never failed to inform her 

Fly 5 of them the moment they areſe; when 

A we were alone, ſue continually Painted 

A the pleaſures of the world, and the 

b happineſs atifing fm a. mutual at- 

© tachment in the moſt bewitehing co· 

« Jours, and at laſt went ſo far as to tell 

; ano ght not N che m_—_ 

3 < provailed a 0 ee. a impede x me 


; Y o n now. oi eee me. 35 f at 
7M <irſt f ſtartled a her W e iaas aſe 
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8 often repeated, i began [ 
6: adopt them. Lord Henry, in the 


* mean time availed himſelf of _my too 
e 55 3 
© viſible partiality and at the ent of 17 e 


months yielding to my own wifhes, and: 


— ve 
N 1 * 


Ge folicitations of my lover and friend, 1 1 


© T promifed to elope with him, if be 8 

could form any plan of taking me 

from the. convent. without hazard to 13 

* himſelf. Tramſported by this com- 

* phiance, 8 "ant aided by the advice 'of 
"Ine fed” a Theme. 


which wore ery appearance of Thc: - They U 


* ceſs;, as ſoon as I had eſcaped we were 


"to proceed to Le eghorn, where A ee 1 | 


as engaged: to carry us immediately” | 


to England. Hm can I ſuffei Gent | 
* thank that Proy vidence, which by In _ 


© almoſt. viſible interpoſition; Pre 


ved me from the. guilt and miſery t this. "I 1 1 


<'raſh ſtep muſt have entailed; upon ny 8 


*farure- life... From che time re 


e 8 8 L +: 7 * 7 this 
” — * 
” * 2 5 f 


OI RAYNSFORD PARK: = 


” < this inconfiderate promiſe, my mind 
"128" "Wn * became a prey to the moſt violent agi- 
. Po tation: Lord Henry and Alicia en- 

| deavoured in- vain to compoſe me; I 
pM felt that I was acting Wrong, without 
the power of retreating; every inſtance 
© of kindneſs I received from the Ab- 

© beſs, Planted a dagger in my heart, 
d my imagination was wrought to 
_ "© ſuch an height, that 1 frequently | 
' . * thought I heard the voice of Cecilia, 
_ © reproaching me for the -perjury with 
tn which I was going to > load my; con- 


. 
55 2 


rbom my fururg happineſs depended; | 
II would, if poſſible, have ſtifled the | 
"ES . - fuggeſtions of - - conſcience, . and per- 
ES 4 ſuaded myſelf the terrors 1 ſufferedl, 
w_ * were only the effects of reakened | 
TER... * ſpinis,. and. a diſturbed minds,/ But, 
e © happily 


wn: rob 
. 8 


- * being united for ever. to the man bn --- 
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c hippy. fowl me, my W W 
* zunequal to this painful ſtruggle be- 35 9 


8 tween duty and inclination, * and * 15 5 i 5 4 
» * ſhalk: ever acknowledge the goodneſs | „ 


wh foo theanger of hazarding my ah, - „ 
2 gtion*F 1 more reſpects than one, fer 

42 d' there been no other objection to .: 

n marrying Lord Henry, furely te 

difference of our faith ought to have _ 
6 deterred me from ſuch a connection, 

* knowing, as I did, the extent of his 

1 261 influence over me, and the probability , 


* there was of his exerting that inffuence 


in religious 8 when we were A 
| * anne F 


c The __ 18 PIE ing that 1 
hi ich my eſcape was to be effeae 25 
« 1 awoke from an unquiet and e 
* ſlumber, with every ſymptom ef a 
1 * violent fever. $ #1 cara aroſe, and 


ak 


. een 
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 * indiſpaſed boch in; body. ond nnd, 


= 


« of the Nuns obſerved. the paleneſs. 
- and languor of my. countenance; but, 
evading their ce, 90 7070 
Pplaining only of a fligh 

* returned ta, my 6 pe et x 

- * 0, continue there on that pretence 
A. the remainder of the day, that L might 
- be ſpared. the miſery of encounter- 

0 « ing the eyes of the Abbeſs,,. whoſe: 
penetration I- dreaded, and whoſe: 

; | © kindneſs I could not bear. The con- 
ict in my mind now became inſup- 
< portable; I neither dared fix my. 
mind for a moment on the paſt, the 
1 2 or the future, nor implore 
© prot: of the Power whoſe laws 
'* 1 as s deliberately, about to. violate ;. 
© et, „ ſtill endeavouring to harden my 


* heart, I aroſe from the bed on which I 
7 had. 


to join in the ſacred office: ſeveral 
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9 e ſome method of aeg my 
aa: and relieving it from the 
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WE e 0 fluency, but to read - 
eee dhe beſt. authors in that 
ing Richardwon was. one if 
ee e 1 tok a volume of is 
Sir Charles Grandiſon from my cd- 
6 binet, and of ned it, 1 cad ſcarcely - 
MM ©think accidentally, at the 
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. anti the gives for. her 3 
c tion, and the contraſt between us, 
Ge truck. me fo ' forcibly, 1 burſt into 
© tears. I was in this ſituation when 
« Alicia entered the cell with a letter in 
. hand; ſhe ſeemed ſurprized at 
Ke diſorder 1 Was in, which I. ex- 
| « plained, »by. telling her it was in vain 
© to ſtruggle any longer. againſt con- 
viction; that I could not think of 
« fulfilling my engagement with Lord 
Henry, adding, that if ſhe valued 
my pteſent or future peace, ſhe would 
5 not urge me again on the ſubject, 
but rather take on herſelf che friendly 
. © office of breaking to him my reſolu- 
tion, and begging him to ſubmit to 
it. Tou are, replied! ſhe, with vi- 
Able diſſatis faction, certainly to aft 
16 5 you pleaſe, and you muſt; be ſen- 
'© ible that I can have no view or in- 
25 « Own in a this affair, but that of. con- 
I e n . 


FS. 
# 


« tributing. do che happineſs 5. twWo 
perſons whom 1. greatly eſteem. 1 i 
vou have that friend ü for me, or 


15 that love fof Lorch plenty you. havo 1 5 20 


ſo often avowed, how will you bear 


to be deprived of us both; and this 

muſt be the conſequence: of your ad- 
n « bering to this | ſtrange caprice: hne 
will certainly quit Florence when fe. 

finds himſelf diſappointed in the 
hope on which his exiſtence appeats 


© to. depend, and you know that in leſs 
than ſix weeks, Jam to accompany: 
my brother back to England: . in- 
© ſtead of being bleſt with love; friend - 
5 «ili ſplendor, freedom, and every: ' 
.* happineſs. this world can give, you. 
* muſt. drag the remainder of cl 
. days in a gloomy ſolitude, tormeat- 
ed by reflection, and vainly iſhi 


„you had attended to the voie x 


E * reaſon, MER?" ol {liſtening to the 


: 8 . | : . 15 dictates 


N. 
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Seer, 


182. RAYNSFGRD PARE: 
(*+6liQntes: of folly. and ſuperſtition. 
As to Lord Henry, conſidering. the. 
violence of his paſſion, and the na- 
<<tural warmth ef his diſpoſition, raiſed 
10 be is to the higheſt pitch of 
©<extacy, by: the hopes you have given 
him, I almoſt doubt whether he will 
2 ſurvive the cruel change; but, at 
208 events, you muſt write to or fre. 
him yourſelf, for 1 cannot bear to 
©: witneſs deſpair: i it is not in my power 
to relieve. She then re- urged all: 
n thoſe arguments by which my mind 
had been before perverted, . and, uc 
eee de bee IT: i 
*©- implicitly. to follow her — 
end: reſume my former intention. 
She then told me Lord Henry 
| bed been at the grate, but that ob- 
er vn the diſorder of my coun- 
0 ee whilſt we were at prayers, 
Hand. nn that wa Ow or. his. 
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© ſaid ſhe,. will: convince you how: de- 
© ſervings. gu ſenſible he is of the 
im of. yy took ir wich a tecrnbl 


. „cken pn 
© the moſt ſolemn aſſurances, : 
6: future. life ſh 


- 


c and that. he. wonld never, 


CE: 


*R 


d, ſeek; to draw me . 


© religion, which, ſince +1. profeſſed; he 


could hatdly. call an; erroneous one. 
© This letter. completed Alicia's vice 


wretch that I mas!” 
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alas! of what ſel f. deluſion is that 
heart. capable,- which, againſt convic- 
tion, determines to indulge its own 
inclinations. Miſs Conway, believing 
the illneſs 1 complained of was en- 


xt tirely owing to the agitation of my 


70 


0 


14 


mind, perſuaded” me to lie down, 
and endeavour to obtain ſome re- 


poſe. 1 tried to obey her Irgunc- 


tions, but found it impoſſible ; ; my 


2 indiſpoſition iacreaſed every moment, 
and, in a few hours, L was, to all 


appearance, ſeized "wth. the ſame fe- 
ver, which, a twelvemonth before, 


had been fatal to my beloved ſiſter. 
« Senfible of this, and giving myſelf 
up. for loſt, 1'faw my conduct in 
that true light, in which the ap- 


proach of death never fails to place | 


t © thoſe actions we in full health gloſs 


e with a thouſand falſe Pretences: . 


0 leave | 


I. e by N dreading (e 


7 


4 


informed, was ſucceeded by a long 


9 abſolution for my intentional crime, 
yet not knowing to what ann: 


ment the comfeſſion 12 wilned to 


© make mi ien expoſe my lover * 


> friend, 1. was unable ro ſupport: ſuch: 


. complicated miſery; z my weakened 


mind ſ uddenly gave way, and I was 


for ſeveral days in a ſtate of abſolute 
. frenzy, which, as I was: afterwards - 


Q and death-like ſleep. When 1 awoke - 
from this ſtupor, the fit obje&-that 


© Abbeſs kneeling by my bed-fide, 
R,. and tenderly. weeping over me; my 
af memory ſuddenly: recurring to the 
©, crime I had been guilty of, I bar 
© her. in A 10 and tremulous voice, 
« not to waſte her tears on a Wrete 
0 undeſerving her compaſſion. My 
c 9 child, 9 ſhe, do not give 
. 1 ACSpEs RES e 
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*: way. to deſpair, Heaven never "rejects; 
the truly penitent, and ſurely weak 
and ſinful creatures, as we all are, 
we . ought- to endeavour humbly to 
© imitate that God, whoſe darling at- 
© tribute is mercy, and to obey the 
command which enjoined us to for- 
give one another. From my heart L 
© forgive you, my poor See Ade- 
* laide, but it is upon condition that 
* you ſpeak. ne mort at eng en this, 
fſudgektz and try by every means to 
* rechver your healthy” which may en- 
able you in future to evines x 
L ſincery of vo repentance. I 
_©-kiffed her kand in token of acqui- 
N eſcence, and, my heart thus' relieved: 
from an intalerable load, I. grew 
8 8 . mer beter, ene All on” 


eee to kee Father . the 
e of the convent... 10 him,, 
* | & io. 
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in the preſence of che Abbeſs, I matle 
a full confeſſion of my paſt errotss, 
ſoftening, as much as 1 could, conſiſt- 
« ently with truth, the active part Alicia 
© had taken in the affair. The 00 
* Father, ſatisfied with, my fi 
gave me full abſolution, only en- 
6 Jing 2 ace nn when E 
© was” to health; but at the 
« ſane. time a warned me never again 
to indulge | a/ ta Which my 
8 | peace and ſalvazjon would have been 
but for che viſible, inter- 
on ef | Providence; and cum. 
upon pain of sternak 


„ puniſhment, not to ſee: Lord 'H 
or Miſs Conway again, nor to be. 
ceive the letters l 
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| 1 tentionally given me, of their being 5 
ſafe and unpuniſhed. In a few days 
I was entirely out of danger, and 15 
© the benevolent Abbeſs, to ſatisfy the 

© curioſity ſhe knew 1 muſt feel, but 

. © dared not expreſs, related to me all 
that had happened during the firſt 
« part of my illneſs. Though ſaid ſhe, 

I had not the ſlighteſt ſuſpicion of the 

© cauſe, I obſerved for ſeveral weeks 

before you were taken ill, an altera - g 

<tion- in De manger and behavior, 


© at tee 4 had. hung upon v ever 
inte the death of your ſiſter, or to 
© the idea that you would ſogn be ſe⸗ 

parated from Miſs Conway, I thought 
</it; beſt to let it paſs unnoticed ;; yet, 


Finding that your dejectian rather in- 
8 creaſed than diminiſhed, I determined to 


9 . to you upon it the very day you 
1 were 


* 


LETTER a IVI. 189 f «I 
were wakew; il; but the inſtant. you | 
© were ſeized with the delirium, I could 
too well account for that conduct 
5 which had ſurprized me. You taved 
©. inceſſantly of Lord Henry and Miſs 
Conway, ſometimes talked of England, 4 
* and. at others, unconſcious that I; was 1 | 

preſent, lamented the ingratitude with - , j 
* which you. had repaid my tenderneſs, © — | 
© and. prayed with the utmoſt fervency | "i 
for my happineſs, and the. proſperity —_ 
— of the convent, to which, > you ſaid, 7 
ö muſt never again return. Alarm- 
ed by this, which I plainly. ſaw: was 
more than the effects of mere frenzy; 
5 « I) went to my own apartment, and 
* ſending for Miſs Conway, char 
< 725 a wich be SEN to e „ 
For to bis DI e e . oY 
_ © niſhment, if ſhe would relate to me _ 
8 all me ee of the affair. The 
CN „ 
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12 
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© ſaddenneſs of my accuſation threw her 
off her guard, and rendered it im- 
< poſſible for her to diſguiſe the truth ; 
a ſhe inſtantly” fell on her knees, and 
made a confeſſion; Which in ſome mea 
< fure exculpated you, whilſt it loaded 
** her with a double weight of guilt 3 
yet ſhe endeavored to palliate the part 
<*ſhe+ had taken, by eren it to 
an attachment, which made it im- 
poſſible for her to bear the thoughts 
5 dier pern win you for ever. I told 
her that greatly as I deteſted her 
conduct, ſhe might be aſſured 1 would 

b adhere to the promiſe I had given ; 
but as I could not allow her to re- 
main in wee convent another night, I 
2 deſired The would write to her brother, 
and count K him to take her under 
his immediate protection, and chat 1 
hoped to ſee him Wer- that purpoſe the 
"I" day. He did hot; however, 
„„ 1 $1 ole 
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<:chooſe ta obey my ſummons, det HY 


"4 N : 
— 


1 imagine, by the intelligence ß if 
< fiſter- communicated to him, but ſent „ 


oY 


| 

: 1 
ä | 5+. 7, 
8 his | carriage A and : „„ 9 
a 5 ö 


c early in the morning, excuſ 
© own abſence an pretence of indiſpo- 


many fenen ne ene her ſenſible 
e the atrocious crime ſhe had been 
of, and ſhe left eee „ 
praing bor your e abe ee 5 
I afterwards learned regu „ 
< Miſs Conway ſet out immediately: „ 
their return to England, accom! 
= «pb Lord Henry; but. I have lince 
been informed by private i 
© that he came to Florence the fame . 
night, and now lies concealed at the | 1 4 
8 houſe of one of his OS and 1 e 
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© have. no. doubt chat as ſoon as you 


are recovered, he. will endeavor to 
© ſee or write to you. I begged ſhe 


8 would not make herſelf uneaſy on 


* this account, as I was: determined no 

©. perſuaſions - ſhould ever again” tempt 
© me to ſwerve from the path of duty, 
« ſolemnly repeating the vow I had 
© before made to F ather Lodovico. I 


- © then requeſted to know whether the 


ear ee :ſtep 1 was on the 
point of taking, was generally known. 


© She aſſured me it was not, that the 


© ſudden removal of Miſs Conway was 
© ſuppoſed. to be owing to her brother's 
© Caprice, and the diſturbance of my 


mind entirely attributed to the wio- 


© lence of my fever; and the. better to 
© guard againſt diſcovery; 1 never, ad- 
0 ded ſhe, ſuffered thoſe nuns, of whoſe 
* penetration J had the higheſt idea, to 
come into your room during the 
. 1 | N . * © height 


LETTER AIVM. iy | 


« height of your delirium. 1 en | 
the livelieſt gratitude. for this kind 
< attention, and ſaid it ſhould” be the 
© ſtudy of my future life to deſerve the 
- © indulgence ſhe had ever ſhewn me, 
© and to efface from her mind all me- 
mory of the paſt tranſaction. The 
© prediftions of the Abbeſs were ſoon 
verified, and my fortitude and finces 
© rity put to the ſevereſt trial, by the 
behavior of Lord Henry. Regard- 
© leſs of danger, he came to the convent 
5 almoſt every day in a different diſ- 
guiſe, in hopes of ſurprizing me into 
. $ an interview; but finding I never ap- 
< peared at the grate, he took the 
© ſtrange and unprecedented. reſolution 
< of writing to the Abbeſs, begging _ 
* the would permit him to fee mg, if 
© only for five minutes, in her pre- 
_ © ſence, promiſing if ſhe complied, to 
* teſign himſelf to his fate, and return 
Vor. III. Kͤ inn 
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immediately to England. This be: 
of women, who poſſeſſes at once all 
the benevolence and all the purity 
of a guardian Angel, inſtead of being 
offended at his raſhnefs, pitied the 
ſufferings ſhe .could not relieve, and 
even lamented the impoſſibility of in- 
dulging him m a point in which his 
heart was intereſted. _ The anſwer 


< ſhe returned eyinced the compaſſion 


with which her heart was inſpired; ſhe 

conjured him in the tendereſt manner, 
to give up a purſuit which could only 
be attended by miſery to himſelf, and 
diſtreſs to me, and not to perſecute 
any farther a young creature, whoſe 
peace and reputation would be de- 
ſtroyed by his raſh and ungovernable | 
paſſion ; ; to this, at her deſire, I ſub- 


joined a poſtſcript, ſolemnly aſſuring 
bim we muſt never more meet in 


8 this world, yer ſoftening a ſentence 


£ which 
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£ which I knew. he would call cruel, 
* by expreſſing the moſt earnelt wiſhes 
« for his future happineſs. From that 
© time to the preſent, I have never 
heard or mentioned his name, nor e 
© ſhould, perhaps, have done it now, 
© but for one reaſon; I have a minia- 
ture of this too amiable man, which, THIS; 
© after our final ſeparation, was the 
conſtant / companion of my ſolitary - 
© hours. 1 frequently contemplated ö 
© with real, and I then thought, inno- 
cent pleaſure, but at length convinced, | 
that even this indulgence was im- 
* proper, and that it contributed to 
keep alive a paſfion, which I ought © 
© to renounce, I three years ago deter= + 
: mined never to behold it again, but 


* 


— 
* 


"1 : ? 7 4 
\ I 
2 4 N * a . 
: * e ee ede — — — —— X Win 3 — #4 Fg 7 


* 


* 


* to preſent it to the firſt Engliſh lady / 
© who appeared worthy ſuch a diftinc® + - - | 
tion. Will you, Miſs Evelyn; . 
x accepting it, relieve me from the 1 
WS + © remp= 1 5 
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'< temptation of breaking a reſolution, 
which I know you - muſt approve? 
© Aﬀter a moment's pauſe, 1 conſented; 
< pleaſed with my compliance, ſhe left 
the parlor, and almoſt inſtantly re- 
'< turned with the picture. Take this, 
ſaid ſhe, putting it into my hand; 
«© when you are far diſtant from Italy, 
let it ſometimes remind yau of the 
_< unhappy Adelaide, and may it be a 
e taliſman to guard your heart from 
that bewitching and deſtructive paſſion, 
to which ſo many of our ſex facri- 
£ fice their happineſs. The inftant 1 
© fixed my eyes upon the picture, I 
4 exclaimed, in an accent, Though you 
never mentioned the family name of 
< your lover, I am fure it muſt be 
Montague. Tou know him then, 
© replied ſhe, I anſwered I did not, but 
that the ſtriking reſemblance the mi- 
niature bore to his brother, with whom 
N | 1 had 


bes 4 
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«I had once been well acquainted, made, | 
© it - impoſſible for me to be miſtaken... 
Oh, Miſs Evelyn, replied ſhe, if you, 
© have the ſlighteſt connection with any - 
© one of the Montague familꝶʒ you can, 
© certainly give me the intelligence my; 
heart has long panted for. Tell me, 
Ls tell me truly, is Lord Henry living, 
© is he married? There was no eva- 
© ding theſe queſtions, though I dread=. - 
© ed the effect. my anſwer to che laſt. 
© of. them woyld produce; but my. 
2 ſuſpicions were. changed into admira-; 
© tion, when. my. aſſuring her, in reply 
A ta her farther enquiries, that I had, ky 
been informed, the woman Lord; 
Henry had: choſen, was in every re- 
ſpect worthy the happineſs- of being, 
* united to him, ſhe fell on her knees, 
and claſping her hands, together in an, 
© extacy of joy, returned thanks to, 
© HATER. for the relief this informa- 
7 175 K $f) SED. tion 
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cds had given. her; then riſing, and 
© addrefling herfelf to me, Believe me, 
« Miſs Evelyn, the dejection vou have 


4 ſo often witneſſed, has not been ow- 


ing to the real or fancied impoſſi- 
bs _ bility of overcoming a paſſion, which 
© in my circumſtances it was highly 


criminal to indulge; and teriderly as 


I once loved Lord Henry, a ſenſe 
« of duty, and the reſolution which a- 
© few months after he ceaſed his ſoli- 


© citations, I formed, of never again 


a, beholding that picture, and deſtroy- 
ing every memorial which might re- 
call his idea, would, by degrees, have 
reſtored me to tranquillity, could I 

have diveſted myſelf of the appre- 
© henſion that his life, or at leaſt the 
© happineſs of it, was fallen a facrifice 


) 


© to an unfortunate attachment, an at- 


< tachment which I knew I might have 


4 ok in its "infancy, had I then 
C acted 
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q , atted with the propriety which be- 
came my ſituation, rank, and cha- 
© rater; but the hint Miſs Conway 
once gave me was never abſent from 
my memory; and my. imagination 
© continually repreſented him to me de- 
© prived of life by his own hand, or 
© dragging on a wretched: exiſtence, a 
© prey to grief and diſappointment . 


* and theſe fad reflections, by intruding 


© themſelves with redoubled force, when⸗ 
ever I was engaged in the more ſo- 

+ Jemn duties of religion, almoſt re- 
© duced me to deſpair. Your intelli- 


— on which 1 know I may de- 5 


ns now e, to do but to make 


my peace with Heaven, and ſhal! 


devote myſelf entirely to its ſervice, 
without one uneaſy thought, except 
what ariſes from the recollection of 
- Md own unworthineſs : and in thoſe 

„5K 4 ee | 


** 
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© petitions, which for the future I hope 
© I ſhall be enabled to offer to the 
Throne of Grace, undiſturbed by 


* workdly cares or anxieties, I will nevẽ 


F forget to pray for your peace and. 
* happineſs, both. in this world: and the 
& next. 


The unaffcted pleaſure which; whilſt. 
ſhe was ſpeaking, gave new. luſtre to 
her eyes, and animated her whole form, 
convinced me her lips and heart were 

in uniſon, and I felt the ſincereſt ſatis- 
faction at the event of a converſation, 
which. 1 feared would have terminated 

very differently. We were now inter- 
rupted by the entrance of company, 
and I: took my leave, after I had, in 
Engliſh, aſked her permiſſion to relate 
what had paſſed to Lady Willoughby; 
who, I told her, was connected by mar- 
nage with the Montague family ; ſhe 
„% Eh OR OPe 
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gave it without the leaſt reluctance, and 


ſaid, that though it was of the utmoſt | 


conſequence to her, that the affair ſhould. 


not be known in Florence, . ſhe had. : 
no objection to my- mentioning. it to- 
any of my friends in England, on whoſe 


ſecrecy I could depend. Lady Wil- 


loughby was. both charmed and affected. 


with the hiſtory of the fair nun, and 
has ſince frequently accompanied me 
to the „ which I viſit with ad 


ditional. pleaſure, from obſerving that 


Adelaide appears more cheerful. every; 
alone, ſpeak of Lord Henry, but ſhe 


Pg 


enters on other ſubjects. with eaſe, and 


even vivacity. The abbeſs, who, ex- 


eluſive of her general benevolence, cer- 
tainly loves her with maternal affection, 


complimented me yeſterday on Ny 
inſtrumental to. this. changes and con- 
cluded af faxing, that had her poor 
A: 


% 
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Adelaide met with a friend like me, 
. Inſtead of the artful and imprudent Miſs 
Conway, ſhe would not have waſted 


four years of life i in 1 9 
e 


- 


» 


— 


I have iv att ce two "mY 
ters from England, the firſt from Miſs 
Herbert, who informs me Mr. Evelyn 
is at prefers ſafe at North Hill, from 
whence he does not expreſs any inten- 
tion of removing, and that Maria has 
Juſt. preſented him with a ſon, I ear- 
neſtly hope this event, about which 1 
know he was very folicitous, will induce 

him to ſhew his gratitude to Heaven, 
by ſetting a higher value than he has 
yet done, on the many domeſtic bleſſings 
that is beſtowed upon him, The other 
' from Lady Harrington, gave me particu- 
tar pleaſure, as you are almoſt its only 
yer 7 ow ſpeaks of you in the higheſt 
5 | terms, 
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terne; and appears b truly ſenſible of 
your merit, that you muſt forgive her 


for revealing a ſecret you did not-intend- 


1 ſhould be acquainted with. -You will 
gueſs to what I allude, and believe 


me, my beboved friend, my heart over. - 


flows with gratitude at this tender, this 


delicate proof of your friendſhip. Lady 


Harrington tells me Annette was un- 
willing to receive ſo conſiderable a pre- 
ſent, and that ſhe herſelf was averſe ta 


it, but adds you are too charming, too 
irreſiſtible, not to carry every point 
you really wiſh to obtain. I implicitly 


ſubſcribe to this opinion, and can truly 


; fay, that excluſive of your friendſhip 


to me, your conduct, particularly dur- 


ing the laſt twelvemonth, has been ſuch, 


in a variety of trying inſtances, that. 
my affection for you is almoſt raiſed to. 
a pitch of enthuſiaſm, and I conlider 


it not mo” as one of the firſt bleſſings, 
| 5 but 


— 
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but one of the. firſt diſtinctions of my 
life, that I am permitted to lubſcribe 
gens % v 
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Wy Your ever eli and devoted 
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TO LORD WILLIAM MONTAGUE. 


Ht! Wells, Jones 26 | 


7 as you were by my laſt me- 


dancholy letter, the black {ral affixed to 
this, will, before you open. it, inform 


you, that my gentle, my amiable Louiſa - 


is no more. After a painful illneſs, ” 
which ſhe bore with heroic, or to ſpeak 


more properly, Chriſtian fortitude, . the 
expired yeſterday morning in my arms, 
imploring a thouland bleſſings on, my 


£6 head, 
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head, and aſſuring me, with her la 5 
breath, that ſhe ſaw no terrors in death, 
except what aroſe- from its ſeparating 
her from me. You, Montague, are too 
well acquainted with my heart, to doubt 
the ſincerity of my grief, which at this 
moment would admit of no alleviation, 
was it not for the conſciouſneſs, that 
from the time I knew ſhe regarded me 
| with a tender preference, to that which 
_ terminated her exiſtence, I never volun- 
tarily gave her the lighteſt uneaſineſs ;. 
but in this I had no merit; for I muſt 
have been a wretch indeed, could I have 
repaid the tenderneſs of a lovely young 
woman with unkindneſs or neglect. 

Her attachment to me was fo pure and 
diſintereſted, that I am convinced the 
leaſt idea of having interfered with my 
happineſs, would have rendered her the 
moſt wretched . of human beings ; but 
the n guard I kept over wy looks 
and 
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and aQtions prevented this thought from 


ever entering into her mind. Many 
things ſhe ſaid to me during her laſt 
illneſs, confirms me in this opinion, and 
1 would not now exchange it for any bleſ- 
ſing fortune, or even love could beſtow. 
I anticipate the requeſt” I know your 


friendſhip will induce you to make, but 


I cannot comply with it; my heart, 
Montague, exhauſted by a variety of 
conflicting paſſions, and depreſſed by the 
diſtreſsful emotions it has lately under- 
gone, is incapable of taſting even the 
blefling of your ſociety: in the boſom 
of ſolitude it may recover its proper 
tone: when I have paid the laſt duties 


to Loviſa, I ſhall return to the Cottage, 


and there, as ſoon as I have recovered 
ſome degree of manly. fortitude, at lei- 
ſure fix on a plan for my future life. 
My deliberation will probably terminate 
in a a voyage to a Ellinor has lately 
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45 informed me our uncle is ſtill at le 
perhaps he may receive the only ſon of 
his brother with kindneſs, and forget the 
diſpleaſure he had conceived at my re- 
fuſing his former offer; if not, Sir 
W illiam's noble legacy will enable me 
to enter with credit into ſome com- 
mercial line; for I am determined not 
to purſue the military one in that country. 
The objections I once had to this ſcheme 
are now obviated ; my principles are, I 
Harter myſelf too well fixed, to be un- 
dermined by pecuniary conſiderations; 
I have now no fond mother to regret 
my abſence, or torment herſelf with 
fears for my ſafety; you and my fair 
couſin are perhaps the only beings to 
whom my reſolution will cauſe the 
lighteſt pain. I will, if poſſible, ſee 
you both, before 1 leave England, and 
if at this period, I may confeſs ſuch a_ 


wiſh without a crime, I will own it would 
| © give 


4 
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a me the fincereſt fatisfaQion, to 4 


* © take | a laſt leave of Miſs Nahe, 1 
but my letter to her father the day pre- 


ceding my marriage, makes this im- 
practicable; honor, delicacy, „and pro- 
priety all conſpire to- forbid it. Self- 
 iſbly engroſſed by my own feelings, I ak 
moſt forgot to mention a circumſtance: 
that may be of the utmoſt conſequence 
to yours; whatever were Mr. Evelyn 8. 
motives for impreſſing your mind with a. 
belief, that his lovely couſin was 8 
geaged, it is entirely without foundation, 
her heart and hand are abſol utely — 
by thoſe lips which 


1 was aſſured of this, b 


never uttered 2 falſchood. As I. know 


not the preſent ſituation of your heart, 


did not give my reaſons for SEES. 7 
the enquiry, but you may. depend on.” 
the truth of my intelligence; the re- 
lation of the ſtrange accident which _ 
gave me the opportunity of obtaining, 15 
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it, may at ſome future time intereſt you 
and amuſe me; all I can now add, is, 
* Lam ever, moſt affectionately 
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concluded: my letter, without 

tell ling you Miſs Evelyn has been for 
wany months. with Lord and Lady: 
| Willoughby ;, and that ſhe accompanied: 
them to Florence, where they are now, 
and intend remaining the wanter.. 
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